Part 3: Developmental psychology

Worksheet questions for lecturers 


Innocence lost: the story of Genie
· To ‘understand this case history, one must understand the family background’ (Curtiss, 1977). Why is this more true of Genie than some of the other case studies in the book.

· Why was Genie of particular interest to psychologists? What crucial question continued to remain unanswered to the Genie researchers?

· ‘The world will never understand’ (Genie’s father’s suicide note). What do you think he might have meant by this?

· What does it mean when psychologists state that there was a ‘scatter’ in her development?

· What is object permanence?

· Should Genie’s therapeutic interests have been of greater importance than scientific research? Justify your answer and also consider the opposite viewpoint.

· Was Genie exploited by the research psychologists? Justify your answer.

· What is a dichotic listening task, and why was it used on Genie?

· What is the nativist versus empiricist debate? How could Genie contribute to this?

· What is the ‘critical period hypothesis’? In what way does Genie provide support for this?

· Outline some methodological problems with the study of Genie.

The boy who was never a girl: the story of David Reimer

· Summarise the theory of ‘gender neutrality’.

· Consider the statement ‘Doctor knows best’ in relation to the David Reimer case. Is it possible to put up a defence for John Money and his actions?

· Outline the work by Milton Diamond that seemed to question Money’s theory of ‘gender neutrality’.

· Why was Brian Reimer thought to be an important aspect of Money’s research with David Reimer?

· Write two 200-word paragraphs – one arguing that gender is primarily the result of nature/genetics, and another arguing that gender is primarily the result of nurture/environment.

· What do you think is David Reimer’s legacy for both psychology and medicine?

· What arguments did Money propose to argue that we can conclude little from the David Reimer case?

· Which approach to intersex children does the Intersex Society of North America recommend?


The Wild Boy of Aveyron: the story of Victor
· On being discovered, what did Victor look like and how did he behave? How long was it estimated that he had lived in the wild?
· Consider the ethics of taking Victor from the forest. The farmers knew of his existence prior to him being caught. Were they right to leave him to roam wild?
· The case study of Victor raises the question as to what it means to be human. Was Victor a human being when he was found? What exactly does it mean to be human? 

· What questions were being posed about the nature of man at the time of Victor’s discovery? 

· What does society provide for Victor? What sacrifice or cost does it exact? Do you think the act of ‘civilising’ Victor made him unable to live in the wild and in ‘civilised society’?

· What is the ‘tabula rasa’ theory of human development?

· What ‘improvements’ did Victor make whilst working with Itard?
· Why was Itard so pleased on the occasion that Victor bit him?
· What is the link between Victor and today’s Montessori Schools?
· Why is it difficult to draw firm conclusions about Victor’s case?
Two little boys: the story of Little Albert and Little Peter

· ‘The “Little Albert” study not only had far reaching implications for the direction of psychology, but for how humans thought of the world and each other.’ Consider why this might be the case.
· Consider the ethics of the Little Albert case study. Which ethical issues would be broken if this study were conducted today?

· In the Little Albert study, what were the US, the UR and the CS?
· Explain the effect of positive and negative reinforcement.

· Explain the role of classical conditioning in the origin of phobias.

· Suggest some reasons as to why so many textbooks seem to have made mistakes about the reporting of the Little Albert study.
· In what ways do Watson’s findings continue to influence psychology today (especially therapy)? 
· Which behavioural strategies might Watson and Rayner have used to reverse the conditioning of Little Albert?
· Does the importance of the Little Albert study outweigh the ethical objections?
· Discuss similarities and differences between the case studies of Little Albert and Little Peter.
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