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Introduction

The eight topics in this workbook are designed to complement the teaching of Enquiry in Depth: The
American West, 1840–95 and have been written with the needs of the teacher and student clearly in
mind. The aims of the workbook are to:

• support the learning process in the classroom

• act as a teaching aid

• serve as a revision tool after the topic has been taught in depth

• provide opportunities for assessment, homework and self-supportive learning

The topics follow a chronological structure, but also focus on particular themes of importance in the
history of the American West. The content of each topic is essentially a summary of key points, and
students should continue to use their class notes and textbooks together with this workbook.

Questions for each topic are structured so that they increase in difficulty. Source questions similar
in style to those appearing on GCSE examination papers are provided. Written sources have
sometimes been adapted to make them more accessible to all students. There are also opportunities
for extended essays to be written on separate paper at the end of each section.
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Topic 1 The Plains Indians
Question 1

Question 2
• They depended on the buffalo for all their needs. The buffalo herds kept moving, so they had to as well.

• They had certain beliefs about land. No one could live permanently in one place and claim it as their
own. Land was created by the Great Spirit for all to share.

Question 3
The Native Americans used parts of the buffalo in the following ways:

• meat for food • skins for clothing and tipis • bones for tools

Question 4
a Boys learned to hunt and fight.
b Girls learned to make clothes and to take down the tipi quickly.

Question 5
• The tipi was warm in winter and cool in summer.

• It could be taken down quickly.

• The poles and covers could be converted into a travois.

Question 6
• There tended to be more women than men; polygamy ensured all women were provided for.

• In the event of a man’s death, his wife would be looked after.

Question 7
Survival of the whole band depended on keeping track of the buffalo. The elderly knew this and often
insisted on being left behind.

Question 8
Tribes were divided up into bands, each with their own chiefs. Decisions like when to move and
where to camp were normally made by the council of elders, but in some tribes dog soldiers assumed
these responsibilities. Day-to-day events were governed by custom and tradition rather than laws.
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Definition

Someone who could communicate with spirits and interpret visions

A title given to people who have no fixed home and keep moving from place to place 

What Indians prefer to be known as today

A special group in some tribes who protected women and children and organised
hunting

A special ceremony in which a brave tried to communicate with the spirits

A number of related families who travelled around as a group

The practice of a man having more than one wife

An act of bravery that involved striking an enemy with a stick

A sledge made from tipi poles and used to carry belongings when moving camp

Key word or phrase

Medicine man

Nomads

Native Americans

Dog soldiers

Sun dance

Band

Polygamy

Counting coup

Travois

823 TN GCSE USHst-re  12/4/07  14:44  Page 2



Question 9
a Both believed in one Creator and both had special ceremonies when someone died. The ‘happy

hunting ground’ is a similar concept to heaven.
b Indians believed all living things had spirits and that they could communicate with these spirits through

special ceremonies. Medicine men had special powers. Whites did not believe these things.

Question 10
a The aims of fighting were normally to steal horses, to get revenge or to restore honour.
b Great status was gained by striking an enemy with a coup stick because you had to get very close

to him to do it.
c Taking a scalp meant your enemy could not go to the ‘happy hunting ground’ after death. The more

scalps you took, the fewer enemies you would meet there.

Question 11
George Catlin travelled widely in the West and got to know and understand the Indian way
of life well. He admired the way the Indians adapted to the harsh environment in which they lived.

Question 12
They disliked Indian customs such as taking scalps, sometimes abandoning old people when they
moved camp, polygamy and rituals like the sun dance.

Question 13
Level 1: a simple answer describing details in the source.
Level 2: a simple inference drawn from the source, e.g. ‘The Indians liked to be on the move so they
did not like the homes of white people.’
Level 3: a more complex inference drawn from the source, e.g. ‘The chief believes that their homes
are better than those of whites and that their whole way of life is superior because it is closer to nature.’

Question 14
Level 1: an answer based solely on details in Source B or Source C.
Level 2: a simple comparison based on details from both sources.
Level 3: an answer that shows more developed understanding of the different overall views in the
sources, e.g. ‘Source B gives you a more rounded impression of the Indians — they could be cruel
and warlike, but on the whole they were kind and worthy of respect. Source C just gives the
impression of a primitive, unpleasant people who deserved nothing but contempt.’

Question 15
Level 1: an answer based on a description of differences in the two sources.
Level 2: simple, undeveloped explanations of the differences based on author, audience, time or place,
e.g. ‘Source B was published in 1841, Source C in 1859, so maybe things were different then.’
Level 3: more developed explanations using additional knowledge and referring to at least two Level 2
factors, e.g. ‘In 1841, there was very little conflict between whites and Indians, but by 1859 more and
more whites were crossing the Plains and Indian attacks were common. This may have affected the
views of Horace Greeley. Also...’

Question 16
A very good answer will include:

• a clear and full explanation of how the attitudes to land differed between Indians and whites

• clear and full explanations of at least two other factors behind white attitudes towards Indians.
These could be based on aspects of Indian culture, e.g. warfare — guerrilla tactics, taking scalps;
family life — polygamy, sometimes leaving behind the old; religion — rituals like the sun dance

• a clear conclusion that weighs up the relative importance of attitudes to land and other factors
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Topic 2 The first white people in the West
Question 1

Question 2
They hunted animals for their furs, which they sold to traders from the eastern USA.

Question 3
• Their stories about farming the lands east of the Rocky Mountains encouraged more white people

to go west.

• Many mountain men acted as guides for the early wagon trains.

Question 4
• ‘Pull’ factor: stories of good farmland in Oregon and California.

• ‘Push’ factors: many people were hit hard by the depression of 1837, resulting in low wages and
high unemployment; farmers in the Mississippi Valley were hit hard by falling wheat prices.

Question 5
Difficulties and dangers which faced people travelling west at this time include:

• Wagons broke down on the rough trails. • Disease was common.

• There were rivers, mountains and • The mountains had to be crossed before the winter
semi-desert lands to cross. snows.

• Food and water were often in short supply.

Question 6
Reasons why early mining towns were such lawless places include:

• The towns grew quickly as thousands of miners arrived, but there were no sheriffs or marshals to
keep order.

• ‘Claim jumping’ — people trying to steal land where gold had been discovered — was common.

• Mining towns attracted criminal types, and drinking and gambling were common.

Key word or phrase

Claim jumping

Mountain Meadows

The ’49ers

Vigilantes

Mountain men

Utah

Miners’ courts

Adobe

Deseret

Definition

When one miner tried to claim ownership of land where another miner had
discovered gold

A place where a massacre of travellers took place in 1857

The name given to people who went west to California in search of gold

Men who took the law into their own hands and acted as judge, jury and
executioner of criminals

Men who went west as hunters and fur trappers but later acted as guides for
wagon trains

The name given to the Mormon territory and state by the government

These unofficial courts dealt with quarrels between miners

The Mormons used these bricks made of clay to build their first homes

The name the Mormons wanted to give to their own state

GCSE Schools History Project
Enquiry in Depth: The American West, 1840–95

4

823 TN GCSE USHst-re  12/4/07  14:44  Page 4



• There were many different races present and fighting between them often broke out. Many Chinese
and Mexicans were murdered.

• Very few people found large amounts of gold and this led to disappointment, boredom and more
fighting.

Question 7
• They set up miners’ courts to settle disputes over claims.

• Vigilante groups formed to deal with criminals.

Question 8
Vigilantes may have acted as a deterrent and so reduced crime a little, but often they were feared
more than the criminals because of the rough form of justice they imposed, e.g. there were instant
hangings without proper trials.

Question 9
Answers may include any two of the following:

• Some towns like San Francisco became large and prosperous.

• The mining towns brought other people west, like lawyers, traders and builders.

• The presence of many more people in the West by the 1850s speeded up the building of the railway
across America, and the railway really opened up the West.

Question 10
1823: Joseph Smith was first visited by an angel (Palmyra). 
1831: The Mormons set up their first community (Kirtland).
1838: They were driven out of here after just one year (Missouri).
1846: They left this state after seven difficult years (Illinois).
1847: They finally settled in this place (Salt Lake City).

Question 11
Answers may include three of the following:

• They resented the fact that the Mormons claimed to be God’s ‘chosen people’ on earth.

• They were jealous of how successful the Mormons became as farmers.

• They became afraid because the number of Mormons seemed to be growing so fast.

• The Mormons practised polygamy.

• There were rumours that Joseph Smith was running for president.

Question 12
a Joseph Smith was murdered by a mob when in prison.
b Brigham Young took over as leader.

Question 13
It was Brigham Young who made the decision to go west. Ultimately, this was the key reason for
their survival and future success as a community.

Question 14
It was outside the USA at the time, so Young felt they would be free from political interference. Also,
it was a particularly remote spot that he felt other settlers would not be attracted to and so he thought
the Mormons would be left in peace.

Question 15
An advance party was sent ahead to set up Winter Quarters where crops were planted. Those coming
later could harvest these crops.
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Question 16

Question 17
Answers may include two of the following:

• The Mormons charged travellers high tolls for passing through their territory.

• The Mormons were friendly towards the Indians in the area and some thought they encouraged
Indians to attack travellers.

• Sometimes laws were ignored and it seemed Brigham Young was using the Danites to crush
opposition within the territory.

Question 18
The government decided to assert its authority and sent in a non-Mormon governor, protected by
troops, to replace Brigham Young. The Mormons felt they were under attack and, in the atmosphere
of fear and tension that followed, migrants in a wagon train were attacked and massacred at
Mountain Meadows. The government decided to avoid the risk of further bloodshed and a
compromise with the Mormons was agreed.

Question 19

How they helped the 
settlement of the West

• Told stories about good land
west of the Rocky Mountains

• Acted as guides for early wagon
trains going through the Rockies

• Set up farming settlements in
Oregon and California

• Helped San Francisco to grow
rapidly

• Other traders went west and set
up stores to supply their needs

• Created the successful state of
Utah in the Rockies

Reason for going west

• To hunt animals and sell
their furs

• Heard stories about good
farmland

• To look for gold and get
rich

• To escape persecution
• To be free to follow their

own religion in peace

Destination

• The Rocky
Mountains

• California and
Oregon

• California and the
Rocky Mountains

• The Salt Lake
Valley

Type of settler

Mountain men

Farmers

Miners

The Mormons

How they were solved

Laws were made stating that no one could own land
or water; both would be shared out fairly

Irrigation channels were built to bring fresh water
from the mountains

Houses were built out of adobe

They had to become self-sufficient

A fund was created to help other Mormons travel to
the West

Problems the Mormons had

Land had to be shared out fairly to avoid disputes
between people

The soil was dry and water from the lake very salty

There were few trees for building homes

Young was determined that they would not have to
depend on non-Mormons for anything

More Mormons with skills had to be helped to get
to the Salt Lake Valley

GCSE Schools History Project
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Question 20
Level 1: asserts the source is useful (or not), but does not support the point by referring to details in
the source.
Level 2: asserts the source is useful (or not) and supports the point by referring to details in the picture
or its provenance.
Level 3: a more developed answer using background knowledge to support the view that it is useful
(or not).
Level 4: as Level 3, but explains both the usefulness and limitations of the source, e.g. by showing
how it helps us to see the attitudes of non-Mormons towards them, and yet stating that it does not
give any hint of the violence and intimidation that accompanied such attitudes.

Question 21
Level 1: an answer that concentrates on surface details in the picture.
Level 2: a simple deduction is made based on the source, e.g. ‘There is only one man in the picture,
so this family could already be practising polygamy.’
Level 3: a more complex deduction is made, e.g. ‘They appear to be poor and have few possessions.
Their faith must have been very strong for them to have undertaken such a difficult journey.’

Question 22
A very good answer will include a sustained, balanced discussion of the following points and a clear,
supported conclusion:

• the importance of Brigham Young’s leadership as shown by organising the withdrawal from Nauvoo
and solving the problems the Mormons faced on arrival in the Salt Lake Valley

• other factors that also contributed to the success of the Mormons, such as the role of Joseph Smith
who created the Church and kept it together in the difficult years from 1837 to 1844; the hard work
and determination of the whole Mormon community in the early, difficult years in the West; the
conciliatory line taken by the government after the 1857 massacre; the ending of polygamy after
Brigham Young’s death

Topic 3 Cattlemen and cowboys
Question 1

Question 2
There were too many cattle in Texas, so the price of beef had fallen to $4 a head. Demand was high
in the northern cities. If the cattle could be driven to the railway and then transported north they could
be sold for $40 a head.

Date Event

1830s Cattle ranching began in Texas

1865 American Civil War ended

1867 Joseph McCoy built the first cow town

1874 Barbed wire invented

1883 Drought led to grazing problems on the open range

1886–87 A terrible winter killed thousands of cattle
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Question 3
a About 3 months b 2,000–3,000 cattle in a herd

Question 4
• Farmers near the trail did not like the Texan Longhorn cattle going near their farms because they

trampled on and ate crops. The Longhorns carried a disease called Texas fever to which they were
immune but other breeds of cattle were not.

• Rustlers were a problem.

Question 5
Some cattlemen began to build ranches on the Plains in the 1870s.

Question 6
• No one owned the land, so there was free grazing for the cattle.

• There was plenty of grass.

Question 7
• Most of the Native Americans had been pushed on to reservations.

• White hunters were slaughtering the buffalo which had grazed on the Plains before.

Question 8
• There was a fall in demand for beef in the eastern cities, which led to lower prices. To reduce the

supply of beef, cattlemen kept more cattle on the Plains rather than sending them for slaughter.

• This increased the problem of overstocking. There were too many cattle on the Plains and in 1883
a drought meant the grass did not grow and there was not enough to feed the cattle.

• The main factor was the terrible winter of 1886–87, which killed thousands of cattle.

Question 9
• The cattlemen were the first whites to build permanent settlements on the high Plains. They showed

it was possible to live there and this encouraged other settlers into the area.

• The growth of the cattle business in this area also led to further development of the railway, which
made it easier for settlers to move there.

Question 10
a Barbed wire stopped cattle wandering on to crops, which reduced conflict between cattlemen and

farmers.
b Wind pumps meant water could be brought to everyone’s land, so it stopped fights between

cattlemen over water rights.

Question 11
a Charles Goodnight (with Oliver Loving) opened up a new trail on to the western Plains and showed

that there was a demand for beef in the army forts and Indian reservations.
b Joseph McCoy built the first cow town, Abilene, a place where cattlemen from Texas and buyers

from the north could meet and trade. This was so successful that it led to the growth of other cow
towns as the railway moved westwards.

c John Iliff started the trend for building ranches on the Plains. He also improved the quality of cattle
by cross-breeding.

d Joseph Glidden developed a more effective form of barbed wire in 1874. This provided a means of
cheap fencing on the Plains and reduced conflict between cattlemen and farmers.

Question 12
The following three things helped the myth of the cowboy to grow:

• cheap paperback novels (‘dime novels’) written in the 1890s to entertain readers in the eastern USA

GCSE Schools History Project
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• the ‘Wild West’ shows of William ‘Buffalo Bill’ Cody that toured American and European cities from
the mid-1880s to 1912

• Hollywood films of the 1920s and 1930s

Question 13
• Many were black ex-slaves who wanted to get away from racism in the American South.

• Others were ex-soldiers who found it hard to settle after the Civil War.

• Some were young men who liked the outdoor life but thought farming was inferior.

• In the West there were few other jobs for men — especially men who were not well educated —
and the pay on a long drive was good.

Question 14
• The Stetson hat provided protection from the sun in summer and frost in winter.

• The bandana could be pulled up over the nose to give protection from dust.

• The chaps protected the legs from thorny vegetation and from injury in falls.

Question 15
After three long months in the saddle on the long drive, the cowboys wanted to relax and have a
good time, so gambling, drunkenness and fighting were common.

Question 16

Question 17
Level 1: asserts the source is useful (or not), but does not support the point by referring to details in
the source.
Level 2: asserts the source is useful (or not) and supports the point by referring to the contents of the
source or its provenance, e.g. refers to the fact that it contains the words of a real cowboy, or states
that it must give a true impression because it comes from a secondary school textbook so the
authors would have been careful to check its authenticity.
Level 3: a more developed answer using both the content and provenance of the source to support
the view that it is useful (or not).

Level 4: as Level 3, but uses background knowledge to explain both the usefulness and limitations
of the source, e.g. ‘It helps us to see the hardships of the cowboy’s life, but it is one man’s view and
others might have mentioned good times in the cow towns or how life became easier after the end
of the open range.’

Key word or phrase

Cattle barons

Riding the line

The long drive

The open range

Overstocking

Rustlers

Stampedes

Abilene

Definition

The owners of the biggest herds on the Plains

Patrolling the boundaries of the ranch on the open range — a particularly lonely job

Driving the cattle from the ranch to the railway

Keeping cattle on the Plains where the land was free and there were no fences

Having too many cattle on the Plains and not enough grass

Cattle thieves

When herds of cattle are panicked into charging

The first cow town
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Question 18
Level 1: an answer rejecting Source B because of the nature of the source.
Level 2: an answer based on surface information in the sources, e.g. ‘Cowboys did sometimes fight
Indians. Source A does not mention this so it cannot be true.’
Level 3: an answer using knowledge of the period (and of ‘dime novels’) to show that one source is
more likely to be true than the other.
Level 4: an answer using knowledge of the period to show that both sources contain elements of
truth, but that both may give exaggerated views — Source A because it does not mention visits to
cow towns or any pleasures of an outdoor existence; Source B because of the nature and purpose
of the source.

Question 19
A very good answer will include:

• descriptions of the main changes in the lives of cowboys over the period, e.g. working on ranches
in Texas, the difficulties of the long drives, ranching on the Plains, becoming ranch hands after 1887

• explanations for these changes, e.g. why the long drives began, why cattlemen built ranches on
the Plains and the reasons for the end of the cattle boom in the 1880s

Topic 4 The homesteaders
Question 1

Question 2
a The government made free land available to anyone trying to settle on the Plains through the 1862

Homestead Act and the 1873 Timber and Culture Act.
b The end of the Civil War meant the abolition of slavery, so thousands of black families were free

to leave the South. Also, thousands of ex-soldiers decided to seek a new life with their families in
the West.

c The completion of the railway meant it became easier and less dangerous to cross the Plains and
settle in the West.

Question 3
The opportunity to take 65 hectares of free land was the main factor that ‘pulled’ people west after 1862.

Question 4
The pioneers were attracted to the West by their sense of adventure and the opportunity to explore
new lands and start a new life.

Date Event

1862 Homestead Act passed

1865 American Civil War ended

1869 Railway across the whole continent completed

1873 Timber and Culture Act passed

1874 Russian farmers brought Turkey Red wheat to the Plains

1880 Farming machinery became cheaper

1889 Oklahoma land race

GCSE Schools History Project
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Question 5
The settlers had to build a home and try to farm the land for 5 years to get their free land.

Question 6

Question 7
• Sod houses were cheap to build as they were made mostly of sods of earth.

• They were warm in winter and cool in summer.

Question 8
• Sod houses were hard to keep clean because of the earth walls and floors.

• Rain came in through the roof.

• They usually consisted of just one room with a curtain drawn across so there was little privacy.

Question 9
Answers may include any four of the following:

• caring for the sick • teaching the children skills

• making clothes and cooking food • helping with the harvest

• gathering fuel for fires

Question 10
The presence of women and families increased the demand for law and order, more schools, stores,
churches and social gatherings — all of which helped create more stable, peaceful communities.

Question 11

Eventual solution

The development of wind pumps and the idea of ‘dry
farming’

A steel plough that could cut through the hard
prairie soil was invented

Russian farmers introduced a new type of hardy
wheat called Turkey Red

Barbed wire introduced in 1874 gave farmers a
means of cheap fencing to keep animals off the land

By 1880, mechanical reapers and threshers had
become cheaper, so farming without lots of helpers
became practical

The 1873 Timber and Culture Act gave homesteaders
more land

(No solution by 1895)

Farming problem

Hot summers and frequent droughts meant a lack
of water, which made growing crops difficult

Prairie ground was hard to plough with cast iron
ploughs

Crops that grew well in the East produced poor
yields on the Plains

Lack of trees meant a shortage of wood for fencing,
so animals destroyed crops

Few people around to help gather crops at harvest
time

65 hectares was just not enough land to make a
living in such difficult circumstances

Plagues of grasshoppers sometimes destroyed crops
completely

Group What pushed them west

Black ex-slaves To escape racism in the South

Poor whites To escape poverty in the eastern states or Europe

Religious groups To escape from religious persecution
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Question 12
Answers may include any two of the following:

• A lack of drinking water meant that wells had to be dug.

• A lack of wood for fuel meant that dried cattle and buffalo dung had to be used instead.

• Loneliness: the nearest neighbours could be miles away.

Question 13
Homesteaders needed courage, determination and an ability to adapt to and adopt new farming
methods and ideas.

Question 14
Both helped:

• The railway made it easier for people to travel west; it also improved the transportation of goods
(machinery, timber and supplies) to the West and farm produce to other parts of the country and,
eventually, for export.

• Farming inventions such as steel ploughs, mechanical reapers, wind pumps and barbed wire also
played a huge part in enabling successful farming on the Plains. (One or two examples of how they
helped should be explained.)

It could be argued that the railway and farming inventions were of equal importance, or that the
railway was more so because transportation of machinery west would have been difficult without it.

Question 15
Level 1: an answer describing some details in the source.
Level 2: an answer that makes a simple deduction based on the source, e.g. ‘They seem to be well
dressed so they must have been making a reasonable living.’
Level 3: an answer that makes a more complex deduction, e.g. ‘Farming must have taken up all of
their time. There is no sign of anywhere to relax outside the house and it seems to be in the middle
of nowhere, so it must have been lonely for them.’

Question 16
Level 1: an answer based entirely on a description of Source B.
Level 2: an answer that either compares surface details in both sources or uses both sources but only
provides an inference from one, e.g. ‘There are wooden houses in Source B. Perhaps the train brought
in timber from the East.’
Level 3: a more developed answer that draws inferences from both sources, e.g. ‘Source A is just
one homestead in the middle of nowhere, so this family must have had to do everything for
themselves. However, in Source B you can see that a community is beginning to take shape.’

Question 17
Level 1: a simple answer that describes the sources again.
Level 2: an answer giving simple reasons for the differences based on author, audience, time or place,
e.g. ‘The sources are different because they were made at different times by different people about
different places.’
Level 3: an answer giving more developed reasons based on differences in author, audience, time
or place, e.g. ‘Source A is a real photo of a real place, which the parents perhaps wanted for later
generations of the family. Source B is more of an idealised view and creates the impression the painter
wanted people to have of the West. Source B may show part of the low Plains where settlement was
easier, whereas it may have been tough to build and maintain a homestead in Nebraska.’
Level 4: in addition to Level 3, the points made are supported by contextual knowledge.
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Question 18
A very good answer will include explanations of how both the homesteaders and the cattlemen and
cowboys contributed to the development of the West:

• Cattlemen were the first to build permanent settlements on the high Plains and proved that it was
possible to live there. The cattle business also stimulated the spread of a railway network in the
West and provided cheap beef not only for northern and eastern cities, but also for army forts and
Indian reservations on the Plains.

• Homesteaders helped make the Plains the prosperous and productive farming area it is today,
enduring a tough existence in the process. They also helped create communities on the Plains
through their demands for law and order, churches and schools.

• A clear conclusion should either explain that they were equally important or, arguably, that
the homesteaders made the greater contribution in that they did not just live on the Plains
but changed the environment and improved the quality of life, through building stable
communities, for all white people.

Topic 5 The railway
Question 1

• Physical barriers: the engineers had to cross canyons and cut through mountains.

• Labour: thousands of workers were needed.

• Expense: there was a great financial cost involved in building the railway.

Question 2
• Business reasons: it would increase trade with countries in the East and help develop ports on the

west coast.

• Political reasons: it would create a national sense of unity, further the aims of ‘manifest destiny’
and improve law and order in western territories.

Question 3
The government financed a great deal of the building costs through loans to the rail companies and
also gave them land on both sides of the tracks that could be sold later.

Question 4

Group How the railway affected them

Cattlemen and cowboys It helped the cattle business grow. The building of the railway across the
Plains first stimulated the start of the long drives and later encouraged
ranching on the Plains.

Homesteaders The railway made it much easier for people to travel west, so it increased the
number of homesteaders. It also enabled them to get machinery from the
East and send surplus farm produce to eastern cities for sale and export.

Law officials The railway made it easier for lawmen and judges to travel around the West,
which helped improve law and order.

Native Americans The railway made life worse for the Native Americans. At first, it frightened
the buffalo herds, who moved on, and later it brought more and more settlers
on to the Plains.
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Question 5
Answers may include two of the following:

• It improved trade links between the eastern and western states of the USA.

• It helped increase foreign trade.

• It helped the development of western cities like Dallas and Denver.

Question 6
Level 1: an answer giving simple statements based on details in the sources.
Level 2: an answer giving more developed statements making a relevant, supported inference from
one source, e.g. explaining how shooting buffalo would have affected the Indian way of life or how
the railway helped the development of the cattle business and the growth of cow towns.
Level 3: an answer giving more developed analysis that draws relevant supported inferences from
both sources.

Question 7
A very good answer will include:

• explanations of how the railway helped the development of the West, e.g. through increasing trade;
bringing in homesteaders; stimulating the growth of the cattle industry; and helping to establish
law and order

• explanations of other factors that also helped the development of the West:
— people (homesteaders, cattlemen and mountain men) — at least one example explained fully
— the government (through the Homestead Act; promoting the development of the trans-

continental railway) — at least one example explained fully
— technology, e.g. new farming inventions

The answer will come to a clear conclusion in which the contribution of the railway is assessed
relative to the other factors discussed.

Topic 6 Law and order
Question 1

a Town marshals were responsible for keeping order in towns.
b County sheriffs enforced the law within a county.
c US marshals were appointed by the president and travelled around the whole territory.
d Judges travelled around, hearing cases and passing sentences.

Question 2
• The West was a huge area and it took time to organise a proper system. Decisions made in the

capital, Washington, took a long time to take effect in the West.

• Before the railway came, travel was slow and it was difficult for marshals and judges to reach some
areas.

• Lawmen were not well paid and it was difficult to get people to do the job.

Question 3
a People became vigilantes because, until marshals and sheriffs were appointed, there was no official

system of law and order in the West. Therefore, ordinary people tried to sort out criminals
themselves.

b At first, vigilance committees were welcomed and they maintained some sort of order, but many
innocent people suffered at their hands because there were no proper trials.

Question 4
Mining towns grew rapidly, often in a matter of weeks. It took a long time to organise an official
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system of law and order, so these towns had no effective marshals or courts. Quarrels over ‘claim
jumping’ were common and criminal types were attracted to the area.

Question 5
Miners set up their own miners’ courts, where ordinary miners heard disputes and settled them. Vigi-
lantes usually dealt with cases of theft or murder.

Question 6
The miners’ courts were effective in sorting out disputes over claims, but the vigilantes often handed
out rough justice, e.g. hanging people without any kind of proper trial.

Question 7
The cow towns marked the end of the long drives where the cattle were sold. After two or three hard
months on the trail, the cowboys were paid their wages and wanted to have a good time in the bars
and gambling houses. As in the mining towns, the presence of men with money attracted criminal
types and fights were commonplace.

Question 8
As homesteaders and their families moved into the area, there was a greater demand for law and
order. Problems were eventually solved by banning guns and, in Abilene after 1872, banning cowboys.
New, strict laws were enforced by tough lawmen like Wyatt Earp in Dodge City.

Question 9
Answers may include two of the following:

• disputes over land boundaries • cattle wandering on to farm land and eating or 

• water holes and rivers trampling crops

Question 10
Barbed wire brought cheap fencing and wind pumps solved the water problem.

Question 11
Belle Starr and Etta Place

Question 12
Fighting between homesteaders and cattlemen could still flare up and offenders could still go
unpunished — so not all problems had been solved.

Question 13

How were the problems
solved?

• Miners’ courts
• Lynchings by vigilantes

• Tough marshals and
sheriffs

• Banning cowboys from
towns

• Fences and wind pumps

What were the problems
over?

• Claim jumping
• Drinking, fighting and

gambling

• Behaviour of cowboys at
end of cattle drives

• Drinking, fighting and
gambling

• Ownership of water
rights

• Ownership of land
• Rustling cattle

Who did the problems
involve?

• Miners and other miners

• Cowboys and
townspeople

• Cattlemen and
homesteaders

Where were the
problems?

• Mining towns

• Cow towns

• On the Plains
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Question 14
Level 1: a simple answer describing details in the source or caption.
Level 2: an answer that either asserts that the source is accurate and uses details in the source or
from the student’s own knowledge to support this view, or asserts that the source is inaccurate and
supports this view with details from the source or from the student’s own knowledge.
Level 3: an answer that explains that the source is both accurate and inaccurate in some respects
and supports this view with references to the source and the student’s own knowledge. Examples
of accurate points are: wild behaviour did happen in cow towns, especially after a long drive; the
artist did live in the West. Possible inaccuracies: not all towns were cow towns; the painting was
completed long after the era of the cowboy; the artist was not necessarily trying to represent life in
general in a Western town, just one type of town at one particular time.

Question 15
A very good answer will examine both sides of the argument:

• The arrival of large numbers of women and families on to the Plains led to a greater demand for
more peaceful, settled communities with schools, churches etc. This led to new measures in places
where disorder was common, such as cow towns like Abilene.

• Other factors also played a part in improving law and order, e.g. the spread of the railway network,
new developments like wind pumps and barbed wire, the end of conflict with the Native Americans,
territories becoming states and taking responsibility for dealing with local problems. At least two
of these points should be explained fully.

• The importance of women and families as a factor should be compared with the importance of the
other factors, with the discussion reaching a clear conclusion.

Topic 7 The Plains wars
Question 1

The whites did not seem to be a threat to the Indians during this period because they were just
crossing the Plains in relatively small numbers and not settling there.

Question 2
The area seemed totally unsuitable for white habitation, with few trees, a scarcity of water and a
harsh climate that seemed impossible to cultivate.

Question 3
The Californian gold rush meant thousands of whites were crossing Indian Territory and attacks on
them began.

Question 4
The Native Americans were persuaded to move on to smaller areas of land. They were given a
promise that no whites would enter these areas. In return, the Indians agreed to stop attacking
travellers.

Question 5
Government policy was to concentrate the Native Americans into even smaller areas called
reservations.

Question 6
Manifest destiny was the belief that it was the destiny of whites to control and develop the whole
of the lands between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.
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Question 7
• The government decided the Plains could and should be settled by whites and the Indians were

seen as an obstacle to this.

• There was a desire for revenge on the part of many whites for Indian attacks on them.

Question 8
a ‘Exterminators’ believed the Indians should be wiped out.
b ‘Humanitarians’ wanted to see the Indians treated better and put on reservations where they could

be taught to grow crops and adopt the ‘white’ way of life.

Question 9
The government promised that white settlers would never be allowed into the Black Hills of Dakota.
This was to be the Great Sioux reservation. It also promised to stop the development of the Bozeman
Trail and to close three army forts there.

Question 10
Gold was discovered in the Black Hills and white prospectors flooded in.

Question 11
The government tried to persuade the Sioux to sell the land and move off it.

Question 12
The soldiers were sent to clear out the Sioux from the Black Hills and into reservations.

Question 13
The plan was to have three columns of soldiers converge on the Indian camp from three different
directions: one led by Gibbon from the west; one led by Crook from the south and a third led by Terry
(accompanied by Custer) from the east.

Question 14
• He divided his force, thus weakening it, before making his attack.

• He turned down Terry’s offer of Gatling guns (machine guns).

• He did not keep to the original plan and attacked without waiting for the rest of the extra forces
led by Generals Gibbon and Terry.

Question 15
• It was unusual to find so many Indians in one place.

• Indians did not normally stand and fight when faced with a cavalry charge. Custer had expected
them to scatter.

• The Indians were well armed with Winchester repeating rifles.

Question 16
The battle was not a victory for the Indians in the long term because there was a massive reaction
to Custer’s defeat and an all-out effort was made by the army to subdue the Sioux. In the long term,
the Sioux were crushed and ended up on reservations.

Question 17
In 1890, an Indian called Wovoka told other Indians about a vision he had had. The vision was that
whites would leave Indian lands, the Indian dead would return and so would the buffalo. To help
bring this about, Indians had to perform the ‘ghost dance’, but this created unease among US soldiers.

Question 18
a Following the Battle of the Little Bighorn, the army had the men, equipment and motivation to
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pursue the Indians relentlessly and to force them on to reservations. The winter campaigns
especially broke Indian resistance.

b The concept of ‘manifest destiny’ became an increasingly important factor influencing government
policy from the 1850s and was an important long-term factor in its determination to deal with the
Indian ‘problem’.

c The Indians depended on the buffalo for all their daily needs. Once the buffalo had been virtually
exterminated by white hunters, the Indians could no longer hunt and became dependent on the
government for food supplies.

d Fighting in large numbers and combining with different tribes was not part of traditional Indian
warfare or culture and failing to do so was certainly a weakness.

Question 19

Question 20
Level 1: an answer that selects details from the source that may be useful in general but are not
related to conflict between Indians and whites.
Level 2: an answer that either relates usefulness to the provenance of the source (e.g. gives a white
perspective of the causes of conflict) or relates usefulness to details in the source relevant to conflict.
An answer at this level may rely on knowledge of other sources of conflict too, e.g. Indian attacks
on miners, breaking of treaties and white feelings about Indian customs to illustrate the limitations
of the source.
Level 3: an answer that covers both the usefulness and the limitations of the source.

Question 21
Level 1: a simple answer describing details in the source or caption.
Level 2: an answer that either asserts that the source is accurate and uses details in the source and/or
other knowledge to support this view, or asserts that the source is inaccurate and supports this view
with details from the source and/or from other knowledge.
Level 3: an answer that explains that the source is both accurate and inaccurate in some respects and
supports this view with references to the source and knowledge of the period. Examples of accurate

Date Event

1834 Government declared the Great Plains to be Indian territory for all time

1848–49 Gold rush to California brought more whites into Indian territory

1851 First Treaty of Fort Laramie

1862 Bozeman Trail developed after gold discovered in Montana

1864 Army massacre of Native Americans at Sand Creek

1868 Second Treaty of Fort Laramie

1874 Discovery of gold brought whites into the Black Hills of Dakota

1876 Custer’s 7th Cavalry defeated at the Battle of the Little Bighorn

1887 Dawes Act broke up the reservations into smaller plots

1890 Massacre of Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee
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points are: the final battle was fought on a ridge; close hand-to-hand fighting; soldiers were over-
whelmed; research was done by the artist. Possible inaccuracies: time difference; no white survivors
so only Indian witnesses have given their views, so the painting is from a mainly Indian perspective;
the artist intended perhaps to give an overall impression rather than a precise historical picture.

Question 22
A very good answer will include a sustained, balanced discussion that weighs up the impact of buffalo
hunting against other factors that weakened the Indians’ way of life, such as the actions of the
government, the army campaign after 1876 and ‘manifest destiny’.

Topic 8 Overview
Question 1

Law and order

Problems of law
and order in the
mining towns
— miners’
courts and
vigilantes

Problems with
vigilantes in
mining towns in
Nevada

Joseph McCoy
builds first cow
town at
Abilene; lack of
law and order in
cow towns

Tough sheriffs
like Wyatt Earp
bring peace to
cow towns

The railway

Travel to the
West is by
wagon train

Travel by
stage coach
is the fastest
form of
transport to
the West

Railway
across USA
completed at
Promontory
Point in Utah

Thousands of
buffalo hides
transported
east by rail

The
homesteaders

No farming on
the Plains —
thought to be
the Great
American
Desert

Homesteaders
begin to move
on to the
eastern edge
of the low
Plains

Homestead
Act passed —
65 hectares
of free land
made
available to
settlers

Timber and
Culture Act
gives more
land to home-
steaders;
Turkey Red
wheat
introduced

Cattlemen and
cowboys

Cattle
ranching
develops in
Texas

Beef becomes
more popular;
price of beef
rises and
Texan
ranchers do
well

Too many
cattle in Texas
— price of
beef falls; trail
drives to the
railway begin

Cattlemen
begin to build
ranches on
the Plains;
cattle boom
begins

The first white
people in the
West

Farmers,
miners and
Mormons
travel west

Mountain
Meadows
Massacre;
gold
discovered in
Colorado and
Nevada

Gold
discovered in
Montana;
Bozeman Trail
opened up in
Indian
Territory

Gold
discovered in
Black Hills;
Brigham
Young dies

Plains Indians

Only Indians
and buffalo
live on the
Great Plains

US
government
begins to
push Indians
on to
reservations

The Plains
wars between
the US Army
and Indians
begin

General
Custer
defeated by
the Sioux at
Little Bighorn

Date

1840s

1850s

1860s

1870s
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Question 2
a Joseph McCoy d Brigham Young g ‘Buffalo Bill’ Cody j Wovoka
b Joseph Smith e John Iliff h Wyatt Earp
c General Custer f Joseph Glidden i Sitting Bull

Question 3
a California d Texas g Oklahoma j Johnson County
b Ohio e Abilene h Reservations
c Mountain Meadows f Promontory Point i Wounded Knee

Law and order

Fighting on the
Plains between
farmers and
cattlemen over
land and water

Johnson County
War — the last
big outbreak of
lawlessness in
the West

The railway

Rail links all
across the
West make
travel much
easier

Railway helps
to make the
USA the
world’s
leading
producer of
farming and
industrial
goods

The
homesteaders

Wind pumps
and barbed
wire help stop
fighting
between
cattlemen and
homesteaders

Most of the
Great Plains
used for
wheat
production;
most
homesteaders
doing well

Cattlemen and
cowboys

Cattle boom
ends
following
overgrazing
and bad
winter

Ranches
smaller,
producing
fewer but
better
animals;
cowboys
become more
of a ranch
hand

The first white
people in the
West

Salt Lake City
very
prosperous;
Mormon
community
flourishes

Utah becomes
a full state of
the USA

Plains Indians

Almost all
buffalo gone;
all Indians on
reservations

Ghost dance
and final
tragedy at
Wounded
Knee

Date

1880s

1890s
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