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Currency, relevance, bias and copyright of information (covers skill standards 1.6.1, 2.5.1)
Information

When you try to find out some information you could:

· look in a book

· search the internet

· ask someone.
Once you have found the information you were searching for you then need to ask some questions about that information.
Is this information up-to-date? This is known as the currency of the information. It would not be useful to look at last year’s bus timetable for instance.
Is the information relevant? If you wanted to know the address of a particular shop you would not need the names of the shop owner’s wife and children.
Is the data biased? Bias means that whoever is providing the information is presenting the information to suit themselves and holding back on some information that might help an outsider form a clear opinion. If you read an article about an hotel it may be biased if it is written by the owner, whereas an article written by a visitor to the hotel might be unbiased.
Is the data copyright? Many articles, pictures, music, films and computer programs are protected in this country by copyright laws. This means that only the person who created or owns those things has the right to copy them. If you want to copy a song, then you can ask for permission to copy it or you can pay for it. The same is true for pictures or software from the internet. 

Other factors to consider are is the information accurate, complete, detailed (but not overly so) and presented in a way that can be understood easily.

The symbol © is used to represent copyright information. 
Exercise

1   Imagine that you are creating a poster to advertise a football match. You search on the internet for a picture of a goal keeper making an amazing save. Before you use that picture on your poster what should you try to find out?
2   Here is some information written to the manager of a firm.
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Which of these words describes the information above?
· accurate

· biased

· relevant

· copyright

3   John needs to find the times of the number 75 bus on Mondays. He asks Jack to help. Jack provides the information below.
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a)  Describe three ways in which this information is badly presented.
b)  Write down how you could improve the presentation.
4   Look at this picture.
a)  Are you allowed to copy this picture without permission?
b)  What is the name given to the symbol © to the left of the word Lydia?
c)  Find out how to type the © symbol using the computer.

I can assure you that this young man is clever, smart in appearance, trustworthy and extremely gifted. He is without a doubt the best person for the job, and as his father I can say that you would not be sorry if you employed him.





Sheffield Lane Top, The Pheasant 1026 these 36 46 56 06 16 26 until 1426 1436 1446 1456


Firth Park, Firth Park Rd (Methodist Church) 1030 times 40 50 00 10 20 30 1430 1440 1450 1500


Pitsmoor, Barnsley Road/Firshill Close 1040 past 50 00 10 20 30 40 1440 1450 1500 1510


Sheffield, High Street 1055 each 05 15 25 35 45 55 1455 1505 1515 1525








© Lydia 2010
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