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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

8 Cognition and development

1
There are 8 marks available for the outline here, which should be a longer, more detailed version than if only 4 marks were on offer. Piaget’s theory could be covered in terms of functional invariants and variant structures, and his four stages of development, while Vygotsky’s theory could be described in terms of cultural and interpersonal levels of development, with the focus on such features as the zone of proximal development, scaffolding and semiotics. The skill with this question comes in the evaluation, which should draw out the relative strengths and weaknesses of the two theories through comparison with each other. This could be realised by assessing the degree of research support each has, as well as a direct comparison of their strengths and weaknesses and a similar comparison with other theories, such as Bruner’s. IDA material could centre on practical applications, especially in education and the culturally specific nature of Vygotsky’s theory.

2
(a)
There are 8 marks available for the outline here, which should be a longer, more detailed version than if only 4 marks were on offer. The focus would probably be on Selman’s role-taking theory, with detail being amassed by reference to his five levels.


(b)
Only evaluative material would be creditworthy here and the wording of the question requires the contribution of at least two theories. Piaget’s, Vygotsky’s and Bruner’s theories would all fulfill this requirement, which could be realised by reference to research support for their educational applications and by a comparison of the relative strengths and weaknesses of the theories’ educational applications. IDA material could focus on bias, such as the adoption of Piaget’s theory by the political left to support the education system they desired and the culture-fairness of many of Vygotsky’s concepts, like sensitive guidance, scaffolding and the zone of proximal development.

3
There are 8 marks available for the outline here, which should be a longer, more detailed version than if only 4 marks were on offer. The focus would probably be on the cognitive development nature of Kohlberg’s theory and his three levels of development, with detail amassed by reference to the six stages within these levels. Evaluation could focus on the degree of research support for his theory, as well as other relevant material such as methodological considerations, such as his moral dilemmas not being based on real-life scenarios. IDA material could include the gender-biased nature of his theory and a discussion of whether or not his theory is culturally biased.

4
(a)
Only descriptive material would be creditworthy here and, as only 4 marks are available for the outline, it should be a shorter, more concise version than if 
8 marks were available. The focus could be on the development of self-recognition and/or gender concept, self-referential emotions and self-esteem.


(b)
Only 4 marks are on offer here for the outline, which therefore should be a shorter, more concise version than if 8 marks were available. The focus would most likely be on the mirror neuron system, with evaluation centring on what research evidence has informed us about the role of the mirror neuron system in explaining social cognition, as well as other relevant points, such as methodological considerations, like the difficulty of studying mirror neurons in humans. IDA material could focus on the reductionist nature of such biological explanations, as long as they were specifically focused on social cognition, and the possibility of such explanations leading to a greater understanding of and strategies for dealing with autism.
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