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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

12 Anomalistic psychology

1
(a)
Only 4 marks are available for the outline, so a shorter, more concise description should be offered than if 8 marks were on offer. As evaluative material would not be creditworthy here, research evidence should be outlined in terms of aims, procedure, findings and conclusions in order to earn credit.


(b)
Most time and attention should be spent on the evaluation, as 16 marks are available for it. The 4 marks available for the outline could be earned by reference to such personality factors, as neuroticism, extroversion and defensiveness, as all are associated with exceptional experience. Evaluation would most probably focus on what research evidence has informed us about these factors, as well as other relevant issues, like methodological considerations and researcher bias.

2
Eight marks are available here for outlining relevant methodological issues, such as those pertaining to Ganzfeld and psychokinesis studies. Evaluative material could focus on what research evidence has informed us about such methodological issues, for example the debate concerning opposing results found between sceptics and believers when conducting Ganzfeld studies, as well as the contribution of paranormal psychology to establishing more rigorous methods of experimentation.

3
(a)
As only 4 marks are available here for the outline, a shorter, more concise version should be offered than if 8 marks were on offer. Evaluation could centre on what research evidence has suggested about these paranormal experiences, such as their occurrence during times of high arousal and the possibility of a biological explanation.


(b)
As only 4 marks are available here for the outline, a shorter, more concise version should be offered than if 8 marks were on offer, with the focus possibly centring on the phenomenon’s role in helping people to come to terms with the death of loved ones. Evaluation would most probably centre on what research evidence has informed us about psychic mediumship, such as whether or not information can truly be received from the spirit world concerning the dead, plus related issues, like the difficulties of conducting truly objective research in this area.

4
The command term ‘discuss’ means to outline and evaluate and, as 8 marks are available here for the outline, a longer, more detailed description should be given than if only 4 marks were on offer. Reference could be made to the connection to superstition and magical thinking through people’s need for certainty and control and the relationship of these to behavioural and cognitive factors. Evaluation would most probably be centred on the degree of research support for these explanations, as well as practical applications, such as manufacturing medicines in the colours that represent their therapeutic value as suggested by magical thinking.

5
Eight marks are available here for the outline, so a longer, more detailed description should be given than if only 4 marks were on offer. Evaluation could centre around the theoretical debate concerning whether parapsychology is, or indeed ever could be, a scientific discipline, with better answers producing a balanced argument around the evidence presented.

6
Eight marks are available here for the outline, so a longer, more detailed description should be given than if only 4 marks were on offer, with the emphasis possibly on the cognitive factors that underpin coincidence and probability judgements. Evaluation would most probably focus on the degree to which research evidence illustrates the role of these phenomena, as well as other relevant points, such as the evolutionary nature of probability judgements in trying to detect patterns, which would bestow a survival value.
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