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Edexcel AS UK Government & Politics

3 Elections

Part (a) questions

1 Choose two functions from the following:

· To make the existing government accountable.

· To grant a mandate to the winning party or coalition.

· To elect representatives, notably MPs.

· To allow the electorate to choose between competing political programmes.

· To inform the electorate about key political issues.

2 Distinctions include the following:

· Referendums concern a single question with a yes/no answer; elections are more complex, involving the full range of political issues.

· Referendums occur sporadically whereas elections happen either in fixed terms or when called by government at regular intervals.

· Elections exist to return representatives, whereas referendums are about a single political question.

· Elections are part of representative democracy, whereas referendums are an aspect of direct democracy.

3 Include the following:

· It is a principle which is a key aspect of representative democracy.

· It is based on the parties’ election manifestos.

· When a party wins the election, it has been granted a mandate to implement all aspects of its election manifesto.

· It also implies that the party which wins the election has a mandate to implement any policy or action which it considers to be in the national interest (the ‘doctor’s mandate’).

4 A manifesto is a document which is produced by all the parties competing for power 
at elections. It contains policies and commitments which the party intends to pursue. The electorate use manifestos to decide which party to support. The party that wins the election has a mandate to carry out the policies contained in its election manifesto.

Part (b) questions

5 Include the following criticisms:

· It enables large numbers of MPs to be elected without winning an absolute majority in a constituency.

· It almost inevitably means that the winning party is elected without winning a majority of the popular vote.

· It distorts the level of support for the parties, discriminating against some parties and in favour of others.

· It makes votes of unequal value because so many seats are safe seats and votes are wasted.

· It reduces the choices available to voters

6 Include these points to explain the relationship:
· The electoral system is a way of converting votes into seats.

· Proportional representation (PR) is a description of any system that tends to apportion seats in proportion to votes cast.

· STV, list systems and AMS are examples.

· PR systems tend to create at least a three-party system, but often multiparty systems.

· Examples are Germany, Italy, Ireland and Northern Ireland.

· This leads typically to coalition government or minority governments.

7 Choose any two from the following:

· STV, as used in Northern Ireland, gives rise to a multiparty system. It also results 
in small parties and independents being elected. Voters have more choice and can discriminate between candidates of the same party. There are multi-member constituencies. Overall, the result tends to be proportional to the total votes cast. 
In Northern Ireland, STV leads to power sharing. In Ireland, it leads to coalition government.

· With the list system, commonly used in Europe, the result tends to be very proportional to the votes cast for each party. It leads to multiparty systems and therefore coalition governments. Votes are of equal value. Small parties tend to do relatively well.

· AMS is a hybrid system which tends to produce a proportional result. It helps small parties, though not very small ones. Voters have two votes each. It produces a two-tier system of representation with some constituency MPs and some elected from the lists. It tends to produce coalition government or minority government.

8 Include the following points:

· In both countries there was a fear that the Labour Party might dominate totally under first past the post.

· PR was designed to give nationalist parties a fair chance of representation.

· Both Wales and Scotland have more pluralist political cultures that England, so the electoral system can reflect this.

· It was a demand made by the Liberal Democrats and Nationalists when devolution was being negotiated.

Part (c) questions

9 Include these arguments with some evaluation:

· Proportional representation (PR) will produce a more proportional overall result, however it will make it unlikely that a single, decisive party government will be elected.

· It will be less unfair to some parties and will give less advantage to others. However, it may lead to coalition government which may be seen as weaker.

· PR is fairer to voters and means less wasted votes. However, the electorate may find first past the post (FPTP) easier to understand.

· Some PR systems make votes of equal value, but my threaten the strong relationship under FPTP of the MP and the constituency.

· It will improve the representation of smaller parties. However, this may cause political instability and it is possible that some extremist parties may win seats and gain publicity.

· It would bring the UK into line with the most other modern European democracies, though this is no guarantee that it would gain public support.

10 Include these ways in which they enhance democracy:

· They help to make government accountable.

· They educate the electorate about political issues.

· The grant a democratic mandate to the incoming government.

· They give the electorate a democratic choice between political programmes.

· They provide representatives for different regions and localities.

Include these ways in which they damage democracy:

· First past the post can be seen as unfair, distorting representation.

· Elections grant a mandate to the government for all its policies, while the electorate may support some but oppose other policies.

· Between elections government are inadequately accountable.

· The election campaigns may distort issues in the parties’ attempts to attract votes.

11 Include these arguments with some evaluation:

· It is a simple system which the electorate finds easy to understand. However, the electorates of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have accepted alternatives without major problems.

· It tends to produce single party governments with a decisive majority. However, this did not occur in May 2010. In addition, some argue that such single party majorities are elective dictatorships and coalitions are more moderate. 

· It creates a strong bond between a constituency and its MP, though many MPs are elected on a minority of the popular vote.

· It strengthens the principle of the mandate when a single party wins outright. However, there was some confusion in 2010 and the doctrine of the mandate is often seen as flawed, giving too much authority to the winning party.

· It is normally clear who has won the election (though not in 2010).

12 Include these main arguments:

· It means many MPs are elected without winning an overall majority in their constituency.

· It distorts the result, favouring some parties and discriminating against others.

· It tends to produce governments who win with as little as 35% of the popular vote.

· It makes many votes of no value, especially in safe seats.

· It prevents smaller parties winning representation.

· It denies the voters choice over whom is elected.

· It produces a two-party system that does not reflect Britain’s pluralist political culture.

· It grants excessive power to the winning party, except when there is a rare coalition, as in 2010.
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