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Edexcel AS UK Government & Politics

1 Democracy and political participation

Part (a) questions

1

· Give a brief definition of democracy: government where people make decisions or are consulted.

· Elaborate on this definition: there is direct democracy, where people make decisions, or representative democracy where representatives are elected by free elections, and make decisions on behalf of people. Also it implies that government is accountable to the people. Possibly add that there are independent sources of information.

· Add an example such as the USA or UK.

2 Choose three from the following:

· Through MPs elected in constituencies.

· Through governments which are elected at general elections.

· By parliament as a whole that represents the national interest or sectional interests.

· By political parties.

· By pressure groups.

3

· Give a general definition: it is a political system where power is dispersed and where a wide variety of groups, associations and beliefs are allowed to flourish.

· Elaborate a little: pluralism implies a multiparty system and freedom for groups to campaign and attempt to influence government. It also implies that power is not concentrated in a few hands, but individuals and other groups may have some influence and/or power.

· A good example of pluralist democracy is the USA.

4 Choose two from the following:

· The 1975 vote on British membership of the European Community. The circumstances was that the government itself was split. This would resolve the internal problem.

· 1997 votes on Scottish and Welsh devolution. The circumstances were that the consent of the people is essential if there is to be a change in the system of government. The votes also headed off opposition from the Conservative Party.

· The 2011 referendum on AV. This was held as it was an important constitutional change. It had been in all three parties’ manifestos and the vote was designed to resolve the argument about PR.

· The 1998 Northern Ireland vote on the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement. This was needed to unite a divided community around a new political settlement.

Part (b) questions

5 Include these key points, with examples where appropriate:

· The nature of constituency representation

· The ways in which parties claim to represent different beliefs and interests.

· The way parliament represents constituencies, sections and the national interest.

· The ways in which the government as a whole represents the national interest.

· The operation of pressure groups that represent both causes and sections of the community

6 Include the following arguments with some evaluation of each. Quote examples where appropriate:

· They are a pure form of democracy. However, people may not understand the issues well enough and may be over-emotional.

· Government by consent is essential, but too many referendums may undermine representative institutions.

· People will respect decisions made by referendum, though this may be tenuous if there is a low turnout or a very close outcome.

· They can be useful when government itself is divided, though governments perhaps should be able to achieve compromises.

· They can unite a divided community, though this is a problem if the result is close.

· Note also the problems that issues are complex and referendums represent the tyranny of the majority.

7 Choose three from the following with some evaluation:

· Reduce the voting age to 16, but can all 16 year olds understand the issues?

· Compulsory voting, but this offends individual liberty and may force the politically ignorant to vote.

· Internet participation will open up politics, but is open to corruption and debates may be manipulated.

· Making it easier to vote, though this may cause security problems and increase opportunities for electoral manipulation.

· Citizenship education and ‘Big Society’ ideas. This is expensive in some cases and has proved difficult to promote.

8 Choose three from the following:

· Explain the nature of elections.

· Explain how parties enhance democracy and are free to form and operate.

· Explain that pressure groups flourish, have large memberships and are allowed, on the whole, to operate freely.

· Explain the free nature of the media.

· Explain the ways in which elected representatives are made accountable to the people and to parliament.

· Explain the regular use of referendums.

Part (c) questions

9 Include these points in favour of the argument that the UK is a liberal democracy:

· Free regular elections.

· Free media.

· Rights are protected in law.

· The judiciary is independent.

· Government is accountable to parliament.

· Pressure groups are free to campaign and operate.

Include these points against the argument:

· Elections are not fair owing to the electoral system.
· Undemocratic institutions such as the House of Lords.

· Rights are not fully protected because of the sovereignty of parliament.

· There is no codified, entrenched constitution so power distribution is undefined.

· Power can be said to be too centralised
10 Include these reasons why referendums have been held, and give examples:
· When government itself is divided on an issue. Examples: 1975 European Community referendum, AV referendum in 2011.
· When a key constitution change is proposed and the change needs to be entrenched and consented to. Examples: 1997 votes in Scottish and Welsh devolution.
· When a divided community needs to be united round a new political settlement. Example: 1998 referendum on the Northern Ireland Belfast (Good Friday ) Agreement.
· When government is uncertain whether a change will have popular consent. Examples: 1998 vote on whether London should have an elected mayor, the 2011 AV referendum.
11 Explain most of the following aspects of the democratic deficit:
· There is too much power in the hands of executive government.

· Power is too centralised

· Rights are inadequately protected.

· Political participation is falling in terms of voting and party membership.

· The persistence of undemocratic institutions such as the House of Lords.

· Problems with the unfairness of the electoral system.

Explain how these aspects can be tackled:

· By strengthening both houses of parliament, possibly with a constitution to balance power between the executive and legislature.
· By granting more devolution to the national regions, strengthening powers of local government.

· By introducing a new Bill of Rights, binding on parliament and government.

· By increasing participation (see question 7 above)

· By reforming the House of Lords, making it elected.

· By reforming the electoral system, probably introducing PR.

12 The following issues are relevant. Provide examples to illustrate them:

· Representatives can mediate between the claims of different groups. Direct democracy represents only the will of the majority. Example: parties and parliament.

· Representatives are able to contemplate and examine complex issues, often consulting experts and interested parties. Example: government and parliament

· Representatives are more likely to consider issues rationally, while the general populace may react emotionally. Example: elected representatives and pressure groups.

· Representatives are less likely to be unduly influenced by the media. Example: Parliament.

· Many questions cannot be reduced to a yes/no answer. Representatives can develop more sensitive responses to issues. Example: Britain’s relationship to the EU.
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