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Edexcel A2 US Government & Politics

4 Racial and ethnic politics

Short answer questions

A1 

· Definition of affirmative action.

· Briefly outline the kinds/groups of people who are likely to oppose affirmative action, e.g. conservatives, advantaged majorities, Republicans.

· Reasons why some oppose affirmative action may include:

· advantaging one group leads to disadvantaging another group

· it can lead to minorities being admitted to courses/jobs for which they are 
ill-equipped to cope

· it condescending to minorities

· it perpetuates a society based on colour and race

· it is no more than ‘quotas’

· it focuses on groups and not on individuals

A2 

· Definition of affirmative action and how it came into being (more detail than in Question A1 because it is specifically asked for in this question).

· Justifications for affirmative action may include:

· it leads to a greater level of diversity and multiculturalism

· it rights previous wrongs

· it opens up areas of education/employment etc. that minorities would not otherwise have considered

· it creates a diverse student body in educational establishments which helps promote racial tolerance

· it is the most effective way of delivering equality of opportunity

· it works (give examples)

A3 

· Show an understanding of the term ‘the federal government’, i.e. the three branches of the federal government – Congress, the executive, the courts.

· Increased representation in Congress (give some figures for each):

· increased numbers of African-Americans in the House

· some increase (though not for blacks) in the Senate

· increase in leadership positions

· Increased representation in the executive branch (give some figures for each):

· presidential candidates and presidency

· cabinet

· Increased representation in the courts:

· Supreme Court appointments – Marshall, Thomas, Scalia, Sotomayor

· lower court appointments

Essay questions

B1 

· Brief account of Obama’s victory: defeat of Clinton in the Democratic primaries; defeat of McCain in the general election.

· Brief survey of previously unsuccessful black presidential candidates may include: Shirley Chisholm, Jesse Jackson, Alan Keyes.

· Evidence that Obama’s election led to overcoming racial divisions in the USA might include: 

· the appointment of a racially mixed cabinet (give some examples)

· the appointment of racially mixed judges (give some examples)

· the advancement of policies to benefit racial minorities

· raised expectations of equality of opportunity for blacks and other racial minorities

· polling evidence that suggests that Obama’s election has led to a diminishing of racial divisions

· But there is evidence to the contrary, which might include:

· a decline in the white vote for Democrats in some southern states in 2008

· the ‘Birther’ movement and other racially tinged opposition to Obama

· it may be simplistic to see the election of one man to the White House as changing much on a national scale

· currently (2012), there are no black members in the Senate

B2 

· Show an understanding of the meaning of ‘affirmative action’; how it came into being; what it aims to achieve (the latter is important, given that the question asks whether it will ‘fail’, therefore you need to clearly establish its aims).

· Evidence to support the claim may include:

· a preference for one racial group leads to disadvantage for other racial groups

· affirmative action programmes are based on racial groups, not the needs of individuals

· these programmes are condescending to minorities

· it encourages racial stereotyping rather than a ‘colour-blind’ society

· Evidence to the contrary may include:

· the achievements of affirmative action in education, employment etc. have already advanced the causes of previously disadvantaged racial groups

· an increase in equality of opportunity and equality of results

· an increase in minority race representation

· the Supreme Court’s suggestion that the success of such programmes will mean they will no longer be required in some future time

· Conclusion as to the balance of the argument.

B3 

· Note that this is really a two-part question; make sure you answer both parts fully.

· Show an understanding of the term ‘affirmative action’ – definition, examples, how it came about.

· A discussion of the impact of affirmative action in the USA might include:

· there are greater levels of diversity in US society in such areas as education, employment etc.

· there are increased levels of representation in US government and politics

· some examples of the way Congress, presidents and the courts have supported such programmes

· An explanation of why it has attracted growing criticism might include:

· the resulting disadvantage for other racial groups

· the belief by some that affirmative action is merely ‘quotas’

· the suggestion that it patronises and is condescending to racial minorities

· the belief by some that it perpetuates a race and colour-based society

· the focus on ‘groups’ rather than on ‘individuals’

· the belief that if it has worked, it may not longer be necessary, i.e. past disadvantages have been redressed and therefore programmes ought to become redundant (this point addresses the word ‘growing’ in the question)
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