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2 Political parties

Short answer questions

A1 

· The groups of voters who tend to support the Republican Party might be:

· male

· white

· protestant, especially evangelical

· more wealthy

· rural, some suburban

· South, Midwest

· more conservative

· The reasons why might include:

· the Republican Party is more ideologically conservative 

· these are the groups who tend to be attracted by the party’s policies on, for example, defense, law and order, gun control, capital punishment, the role of federal government, taxes

A2 

· Explain:

· the prevailing ideology of both the major parties: Democrats are more liberal; Republicans are more conservative

· how the Solid South led to conservative southerners voting Democrat

· the collapse of the Solid South

· that Southern conservative voters cross to the Republican Party

· As a result, moderate Republicans – mainly in Northeast – feel uncomfortable in what is now a much more conservative Republican Party.

· They cross to join the more liberal Democratic Party.

· Result: both parties become more ideologically cohesive.

A3 

· Give examples of third parties, and of the different types.

· The factors which limit their electoral impact may include:

· the electoral system

· campaign finance laws

· state ballot access laws

· a lack of resources

· a lack of media coverage

· a lack of well-known, qualified candidates

· they are often too ideological

· the tactics of the two major parties

· But the latter factor shows that sometimes, although they make a limited electoral impact, can have a more significant policy impact.

Essay questions

B1 

· Traditionally, the two major parties encompassed a wide ideological spread.

· Democrats included liberals (West coast and North-east) and conservatives (South); Republicans included conservatives (Midwest) and moderates (North-east).

· Explain:

· the importance of the Solid South to the early 1990s

· the break-up of the Solid South

· As a result, both parties become more ideologically cohesive: Democrats are more liberal; Republicans are more conservative.

· This shows itself in increasingly ideological voting: both by voters at elections and by members of Congress in the House and Senate.

· Some conservative Democratic politicians switch to Republicans; some moderate Republicans switch to Democrats (give examples).

· Explain:

· the ‘50–50 nation’; red America/blue America – especially after the 2000 election

· the rise in partisanship; the polarisation of the presidency

· the effect of new media

B2 

· Define a two-party system.

· To what extent: discuss the two-party domination of:

· the presidency

· Congress

· state politics

· Why: give reasons, which may include:

· the electoral system

· the all-embracing nature of the two major parties

· state variations, i.e. the two major parties vary from state to state and from region to region and are thus able to reflect the different ideological views in different places

· the resultant difficulties facing third parties (mention some of the factors from Question A3, though not in detail)

· Other possible interpretations include:

· the 50-party system

· the one-party system

· the no-party system

B3 

· Explain the terminology: ‘red America’ and ‘blue America’; its origins; which party is which; which parts of the country is covered by each group.

· Reasons why it is a helpful distinction might include:

· it is possible to distinguish different voting blocs, ideology, policy preferences within these two distinct groups

· many states have become solidly ‘red’ or ‘blue’ in recent presidential elections (give examples)

· it is sustained by new media

· Reasons why it is not a helpful distinction might include:

· it is an over-simplification of the political scene

· it only considers who wins the state in a presidential race

· it doesn’t consider the state in detail – areas of ‘red states’ which vote Democratic; areas of ‘blue states’ which vote Republican

· it doesn’t consider congressional or state politics – a ‘red state’ may have Democratic members of Congress; a ‘blue state’ may have a Republican governor (give examples)

· Conclusion: much of America is ‘purple America’ – explain.
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