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Ahlem, Ammar – Second Language Education, McGill 
Elicitation and recasts: Effects on L2 learning 
Negative feedback (NF) research is characterised by a controversy about the effectiveness of different NF techniques. This study compares the effects of “elicitation” and “recasts” on second language acquisition. A design with one control and two treatment conditions indicated that learners from whom the correct form was elicited benefited significantly more than learners whose errors were recasted. 

Allen, Dawn – Department of Integrated Studies in Education / Faculty of Education / McGill University 
Who am I when you hold me back? 
This presentation takes a socio-political view of language learning -focusing on power relations and identity construction rather than on the measurement of linguistic proficiency. The proposed paper presents preliminary findings from a study of 18 adolescent immigrants with very diverse linguistic / cultural backgrounds in a Montreal, francophone secondary school. 

Ayoun, Dalila – Department of French & Italian; University of Arizona 
Verb Movement in the Acquisition of English by Adult NS of French 
This study investigates the acquisition of English verb movement phenomena by adult French native speakers (NS): high-school students (n = 28) and college students (n = 32), all English majors. English NSs (n = 20) served as a control group. The participants were administered a written questionnaire (production task, grammaticality judgment task, preference/grammaticality task), to test the verb movement parameter (Pollock, 1989). The results of a mixed design ANOVA and follow-up tests indicate that: 1) syntactic properties are progressively acquired as a cluster; 2) performance improved from the Intermediate to the Advanced group; 3) the task effect did not depend on the proficiency level. 

Bowden, Harriet Wood & Morgan-Short, Kara – Georgetown University, Department of Spanish & Portuguese 
Relationship between Processing Instruction, Meaningful Output-Based Instruction and Noticing 
In this study, we compare Processing Instruction to Meaningful Output-Based Instruction of Spanish direct object pronouns through a computer-based instructional treatment. Through analysis of think-aloud protocols, we investigate the relationship between noticing and linguistic development. Further, we compare these two variables across instructional conditions. 
Cuza-Blanco, Alejandro – Department of Spanish and Portuguese, University of Toronto 
The 'Verb Movement Parameter', L2 Acquisition and Spanish L1 Attrition 
This paper deals with the attrition of the position that occupies the subject and the verb in interrogative WH phrases by native speakers of Spanish in contact situation with English and with different levels of bilingual ability. Based on the predictions that stem from the Verb Movement Parameter (Pollock, 1989), we tested the hypotheses that: (1) the attrition of these structures, as in the case of language acquisition, will occur locally and will not be generalized across all properties; (2) age of acquisition of L2 will constitute a determining factor in the attrition process. 
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DeKeyser, Robert & Montgomery, Jesse – Department of Linguistics; University of Pittsburgh 
How age and aptitude interact in naturalistic second language acquisition 
This study investigates how aptitudes such as memory and analytical ability interact with age of acquisition in determining ultimate proficiency in SLA. Dutch immigrants to Canada showed strong effects of age on proficiency, but these varied from structure to structure, and depended on memory and analytical ability. 

Derwing, Tracey & Rossiter, Marian – Department of Educational Psychology, University of Alberta 
Effects of Pronunciation Instruction on the Accuracy, Fluency and Complexity of L2 Accented Speech 
An analysis of two groups of ESL students' errors was conducted to determine which factors led judges to find significant improvements in comprehensibility and fluency in only one of the groups. Students' attentional resources were taxed by an instructional emphasis on segments, to the detriment of fluency and complexity. 

Dougherty, Timothy – Department of Second Language Education, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 
The Dual-Mechanism Model: Does the Model Apply to Non-Native Speakers? 
Rule-based approaches explaining past tense construction argue that rules plus exceptions explain the process. Associationist approaches argue that associations between stem and past tense forms account for both regular and irregular English verbs. L2 speakers use a combination of rules and associations for both verb types. 

Ducate, Lara – Germanic Studies, University of Texas at Austin 
Culture, Communication, Community: Co-Constructing Knowledge and Cultural Images through Email 
The study, informed by sociocultural theory and CMC research, investigates differences of scaffolding, levels of interest, and cultural acquisition between two groups of third-semester college students who participated in a semester long email exchange; one with native German speakers and the other with nonnative German speakers. 

Erlam, Rosemary – Department of Applied Language Studies and Linguistics; University of Auckland 
The effects of explicit and implicit instruction on second language acquisition 
This paper presents results from a recent study that isolates explicit grammar instruction (i.e rule presentation and metalinguistic information) as a variable and contrasts it with an instructional treatment that involves a focus on form with no explicit grammar instruction. The target structure was direct object pronouns in L2 French. 
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Escudero, Paola – Utrecht Institute of Linguistics, University of Utrecht and School of Communication Sciences, McGill University 
& Paul Boersma - Institute of Phonetic Sciences, University of Amsterdam 
Second-language phonological categorization: subset, superset and boundary shift problems 
Listening experiments confirm the Full Transfer hypothesis for L2 phonemic categorization by revealing the existence of three different predicted problems (subset, superset, boundary mismatch), and they confirm the Full Access hypothesis by identifying the specific strategies by which learners cope with these problems. 

Housen, Alex, De Visscher, Géraldine, & Pierrard, Michel – Centre for Linguistics; Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
Feature complexity and rule complexity and the efficacy of formal L2 instruction 
This quasi-experimental study investigates the effects of two types of formal instruction (using simple vs complex formal rules) on the learning of two different target structures (a simple vs complex structures) by learners of L2 French as measured by their pretest-posttest performance on different types of language tasks. 

Huang, Li-Shih – Curriculum, Teaching and Learning, OISE/UT 
Examining the Effects of Heightening Awareness of Strategy Use 
Drawing on Vygotsky's approach to learning, the genetic approach to research, and Hallidayan's systemic Functional Linguistics, the presenter seeks to discuss -- from theoretical, methodological, and empirical perspectives -- the effects of raising learners' awareness of strategy use on adult second language learners' development of oral discourse and strategy use. 
Igarashi, Kanae – Department of Modern Languages, Carnegie Mellon University 
Language Play of FLES students: Its Impact on L2 Learning 
This paper investigates Language Play (LP) of students in a Japanese FLES classroom. Longitudinal speech data collected from two age groups will be analyzed using the criteria proposed by Tarone and Brone (2001). L2 ability of the students will also be related to their LP behavior. 

Kim, Yong Nan – French, Hispanic & Italian Studies, University of British Columbia 
The development of null object morphosyntactic properties in L2 Spanish 
The null object in L2 Spanish is examined by testing English L1 learners' sensitivity to the syntactic constraints at fourth- (n=41), fifth- (n=37), and sixth-semester (n=42). The results of grammaticality judgment and dehydrated-sentence writing indicate that learners reset the initial null pronominal (pro) object to the target null variable object. 
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Kobayashi, Masaki – Department of Language and Literacy Education, University of British Columbia 
Student Agency in Task-Based L2 Learning: Perception, Action, and Interaction 
From a sociocultural perspective, the present study examines ESL students’ group project work as a means to their becoming more fully competent knowers and speakers about academic content/culture. It examines how students exercise their agency to accomplish academic tasks by making choices both enabled and constrained by the learning environment. 

Kuribara, Chieko – Institute of Foreign Language Education & Research, Kansai 
In Defence of Full Transfer Accounts 
The present paper investigates the acquisition of overt and null subjects in English by Japanese speakers, and argues, as opposed to Wakabayashi (2002), that it can be plausibly accounted for by a Full Transfer model rather than a feature learning account. The study also considers and clarifies the notion of the term, “transfer.” 

Lapkin, Sharon – Modern Language Centre, OISE/UT 
Reformulation and the learning of French pronominal verbs in a Canadian French Immersion context 
Eight grade 7 immersion students worked together in pairs to write a story, notice differences between their text and a reformulator's revision of it and reflect on their noticing. I examine their collaborative dialogues throughout the multi-stage task and trace the development of the target language with specific reference to French pronominal verbs. 

Leeser, Michael J. – Department of Spanish, Italian, & Portuguese; The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Learner Characteristics and Language-Related Episodes (LREs) 
L2 learners’ use of metatalk during collaborative tasks has been shown to affect L2 development, yet little is known about how learner characteristics affect their use of metatalk. This study investigates the relationship between learners’ L2 proficiency and LREs produced during a dictogloss task in a content-based Spanish course. 

Lightbown, Patsy - Concordia University 
Spada, Nina – Modern Language Centre OISE/UT 
& White, Joanna - Concordia University 
The importance of meaning in explicit form-focused instruction
In this paper, we examine the responses of young francophone learners of English to explicit form-focused instruction on two problematic linguistic features: questions and possessive determiners. The instruction included information about L1/L2 differences and corrective feedback. The results are discussed in terms of how instruction may contribute differently to language features which differ in their form/meaning connections. 
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MacIntyre, Peter – Department of Psychology, University College of Cape Breton 
& Clément, Richard – School of Psychology, University of Ottawa 
Willingness to Communicate among French Immersion Students 
Willingness to communicate is a psychological readiness to use the second language if the opportunity arises. Therefore it is a valid goal of second language education. After introducing a theoretical basis, three recent investigations of immersion students will be presented that examine willingness to communicate, anxiety, and perceived competence across L1 and L2. 

Mackey, Alison – Department of Linguistics, Georgetown University 
Beyond production: Insights from learners' perspectives on interactional opportunities 
This empirical study compares learners' perspectives and researchers' claims about the developmental benefits of interaction, finding substantial overlap. Several interesting contextual differences also emerged, suggesting that interaction research may profit from utilizing insights gained through learners' perspectives to supplement production and uptake data in the ongoing debate about potential advantages and processes of interaction. 

Morris, Frank A. – Department of Spanish and Portuguese University of Minnesota 
How foreign language learners of Spanish perceive implicit negative feedback 
The current study examines the perception of peer feedback by adult beginning FL learners of Spanish (N=10) working in dyads in the L2 classroom. Learners accurately perceived all negotiations and misinterpreted some recasts as mockery or repetition. Therefore, the nature of feedback may affect learners' ability to accurately perceive feedback.

Murphy, Victoria A. & Hayes, Jenny – Department of Psychology; University of Hertfordshire 
Processing compounds in the L2: The influence of the middle morpheme 
Native speakers of English prefer possessive to plural morphology within English compounds. Non-native speakers of English, however, do not distinguish between these two types of morphology in processing English compounds. These results are discussed in terms of an associative explanation for the dissociation between regular and irregular morphology in English compounds. 

Thornhill, Dan – Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese, Univeristy of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Have Advanced L2 Learners of Spanish Fully Acquired Gender? 
This paper examines whether or not advanced L2 Spanish learners have had access to UG and how this has affected their representations of the word marker feature (WMP) and gender assignment in Spanish. The future conclusion of this work will provide insight into the ultimate attainment of gender in Spanish. 
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Tocalli-Beller, Agustina – Modern Language Centre OISE/UT 
Focusing on form and meaning through language play 
It has been argued that there should be a place for both transactional, practical language and form-focused, playful language in L2 pedagogy (Cook, 1997, 2000; Sullivan, 2000 a/b). This paper will show how language play invited ESL learners to focus on form and was conducive to metalinguistic and lexical learning. 

Urano, Ken – Department of Second Language Studies; University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
Effects of Simplification and Elaboration on L2 Comprehension and Acquisition 
The present study investigated the effects of lexical simplification and elaboration on L2 sentence comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. The results suggest that (a) both elaboration and simplification improve learner comprehension, (b) elaboration triggers incidental vocabulary acquisition while simplification does not, and (c) learners of higher proficiency benefit more from elaboration. 

Vickers, Caroline, & Ene, Estela – Second Language Acquisition and Teaching, University of Arizona 
Matching Output to Input in Italian as a Foreign Language 
This study examines the effect of comparing learner output to typographically enhanced input in increasing accuracy in Italian foreign language learners' written output. Results show that learners notice their own output errors and make significant gains in production accuracy by comparing their own output to typographically enhanced input. 

White, Lydia – Dept. of Linguistics, McGill University 
Gender and number in L2 Spanish: More evidence against failed features 
This paper investigates the acquisition of Spanish agreement (+gender; +number) by learners of French (+gender; +number) and English (-gender; +number). Results from two tasks (interpretation and production) show considerable accuracy on both features and no differences attributable to the L1, supporting the claim that L2 features not instantiated in the L1 are acquirable. 

Wong, Wynne – Department of French and Italian, The Ohio State University 
Decreasing Attentional Demands in Input Processing: A Textual Enhancement Study 
Results of this textual enhancement study suggest that decreasing processing demands by having L2 French learners process enhanced forms at the sentence level rather than at the discourse level can affect their noticing of those forms. Findings lend support to the noticing hypothesis and limited capacity theory. 
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