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Discussion Questions for Chapter 10: Social Dimensions of L2 Learning
Part 1: Vygotskian Sociocultural Theory
1.  Acccording to Vygotsky's SOCIOCULTURAL THEORY OF MIND (SCT), all specifically human thinking and development depend on culturally developed and transmitted mediation, rather than on direct cognitive processing of input. That mediation includes human mediators (teachers, parents, etc.), technological mediators (pencils, computer, etc.), and semiotic mediators (importantly, language). Reflect on your own L1/L2 learning to try to evaluate the SCT position.  To what extent has your learning and thinking been fundamentally social?

2. How useful is Vygotsky’s concept of the Zone of Proximal Development, and how can it be used? To help you evaluate the ZPD, consider its similarities and differences to Krashen’s concept of i + 1.
3.  To what extent do Vygotsky’s ideas about the progression from social to private to inner speech make sense to you? How should we try to apply these ideas in the classroom (e.g. is Swain on the right track)?
Part 2
1. How can language socialization theory help to understand and improve L2 learning in a context that you are familiar with?
2. How can identity theory help to understand and improve L2 learning in a context that you are familiar with?
3. Consider the present and future possibilities of technologically-mediated communication in L2 learning and teaching. In relation to the social dimensions discussed in this chapter, what are the greatest possibilities and dangers of a major role for technology for learners such as those you teach?
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