
Understanding Second Language Acquisition by Lourdes Ortega
Discussion Questions for Chapter 6: Sequences and Processes in Language Learning
 (All groups)

1. a. Identify/select a sample of IL speech or writing. (Student written assignments would be one rich source of data, as would be a transcription of a small section of classroom language. 
If you really can't find any data after trying, let me know and I will find some for you.

b. For discussion purposes, make three copies of one page of data (2 sides OK if necessary)—two for groupmates and one for instructor.

2. Analyze it according to any relevant/attractive Ch. 6 principle(s), e.g. the four IL processes (pp. 16-118). 
3. Explain how the data supports a broader theoretical approach, e.g. UG/nativist/modularist, cognitivist/information-processing, emergentist.

4. Keeping in mind the controversies about instruction (pp. 136-140), suggest how instruction can lead to optimal further IL development for the sampled learner(s).
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