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Understanding Second Language Acquisition by Lourdes Ortega
Discussion Questions for Chapter 2: Age

and Abrahamsson & Hyltenstam (2008)

Ortega Chapter 2

1. From your own experience/observations, how does age influence the rate of L2 acquisition?        How does this generalization correspond to the material in the textbook?

2. From your own experience/observations, how does age influence the route (processes) of L2 acquisition?        How does this generalization correspond to the material in the textbook? 

Note: Ortega doesn’t focus on this so much, but it has to do with how different aged learners learn.
3. From your own experience/observations, how does age influence ultimate attainment in L2 acquisition?        How does this generalization correspond to the material in the textbook?
4. What does our current knowledge about age effects suggest for policy issues in Japan?

Abrahamsson & Hyltenstam (2008) “The Robustness of Aptitude Effects in Near-Native SLA”
1. Do you know anyone who has acquired near native-like L2 in their adulthood?  If so, please describe that person in terms of motivation, aptitude, traits, and personality.  
2. Look at Carroll's (1981) definition for language learning aptitude (at the bottom of p.485).  Do you agree with this definition, or is there anything you would add?
3. On p.495-6, we read that those who begin to learn Swedish as L2 between ages 1-11 exhibited less than native-like grammatical intuition despite native-like behavior in normal, everyday conversation.  Why do you think this is so?
4. How does what we read in our text (Chapter 2:Age) compare with the results of the Abrahamsson & Hyltenstam 2008 article? 
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