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Table 1. Stages of L2 acquisition proposed by Skehan (2002, pp. 88-92)

	Noticing stage
	· “the initial inroad, the first insight (within any particular [linguistic] domain) that some aspect of form is worth attention” (p. 91)

	Patterning stage
	· includes the four substages of pattern identification, extending, complexifying, and integrating

·  these stages “require (noticed) input to be analysed, processed, generalizations made, and then extensions achieved” (p. 91)

	Controlling stage
	· includes the substages of becoming accurate/avoiding error, creating a repertoire/achieving salience, automatizing rule-based language/achieving fluency

· “a process where a rule-based generalization, initially handled with difficulty, becomes proceduralised” (p. 91)

	Lexicalizing stage
	· the final stage at which “the learner is able to go beyond rule-based processing, however fast, and build a lexical system which can be used to underlie real-time performance” (p. 92)


Source: Skehan, P. (2002). Theorising and updating aptitude. In P. Robinson (ed.), Individual differences and instructed language learning
(pp. 69–93). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
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