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Schmidt, R. (1983). Interaction, acculturation, and the acquisition of communicative competence. In N. Wolfson & E. Judd (Eds.), Sociolinguistics and language acquisition (pp. 137-174). Rowley, MA: Newbury House.

Schmidt (1983) is an old study, but also a classic (one of the most widely cited studies ever in SLA). It’s well written and quite entertaining, although somewhat long.

Before reading 

In the title of this article, there are three key terms: interaction, acculturation, and communicative competence. In free-writing style, try to explain what each means and why they may be important for successful L2 acquisition. Here are some prompts:

· Interaction is/happens……………

· Interaction is an important factor in the process of acquiring an L2 for the following reasons:……….

· Acculturation is/happens…………

· Acculturation is an important factor in the process of acquiring an L2 for the following reasons:……..

· Communicative competence is/consists of/can be defined as………….

· Communicative competence is important for language learners in the following ways:………

While reading

(a) Make sure you understand the information presented in Table 1, especially the third column where the predicted influence of each factor on successful L2 acquisition is listed.

(b) Each section in the paper between page 145 and page 168 corresponds to the description of one component in Wes’ communicative competence. List the components in your journal and, next to each (e.g., grammatical competence, etc.), write down a happy face if Schmidt concludes that Wes improved over time on that component, or a crying face if Schmidt says Wes didn’t improve in that area. Make sure you inspect the tables and the examples in each section as a confirmation that Schmidt is concluding the right thing for each area!

(c) Go over the conclusion section carefully, and underline the one paragraph or part of a paragraph where you think Schmidt summarizes the main finding of the study. Then list the three reasons Schmidt offers to explain his main finding. Please note that, while I’d like you to find Schmidt’s statement of his main finding in the text (that is, in Schmidt’s words), I’d like you to list the three explanations in your own words, paraphrasing or better still synthesizing Schmidt’s three arguments.

After reading
Go back to your “before reading” notes, and change or complete your brief discussion of the three terms (interaction, acculturation, communicative competence) in any way you see fit, given what you’ve learned by reading the article.
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