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IMPORTANT: Don’t forget to bring to class the reading and your reflective journal entry! You will need both for group discussion.
Pica (1994): This is an overview of main SLA findings organized around 10 questions that language teachers often ask themselves. Although the article is very interesting, it becomes too long and detailed because each of the 10 questions covers such a huge area of language teaching and of SLA research! Therefore, make sure you read the article in the way indicated below, focusing on some questions while skipping the other questions. (If after you finish reading in this selective way you are still curious about other questions, you can go back and browse some of the parts you skipped.)
Before reading:

(a) Think of your own language teaching. If you have many and diverse experiences, you probably will need to concentrate on the one or two contexts that you are most familiar with. If you haven’t taught much yet, think of your expectations and concerns as a future language teacher. On paper, brainstorm yourself and write out as many questions or problem statements as you can think of. You should list as general or as specific problems/questions as you can. Try to come up with 10, at least! One tip: think of real issues in your teaching… try to avoid “display questions” or “false questions,” where you actually think you know the answer (!

(b) Compare your list of questions/problems with the 10 questions that Pica lists on p. 51. Match any of your questions/problems with any of Pica’s, if you discover she asked something you also asked yourself.
While reading:

Instead of reading the whole Pica article question by question in the order presented, read directly the questions that correspond with items in your journal list. Read one question, then write down two or three lines in your journal summarizing Pica’s basic answer to it, then move to the next question in your list that is addressed by Pica. If you are curious and have energy after you’re done with your own question checking, you can read Pica’s answers to other questions that may interest you. You don’t need to read the whole article, though.

After reading:

Was there anything in what Pica said that surprised you? If so, please briefly state what was surprising to you and why. If nothing surprised you, just please briefly say so in your journal.

IMPORTANT: Don’t forget to bring to class the reading and your reflective journal entry! You will need both for group discussion.
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