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These three articles (a main piece by Marinova-Todd et al. (2000), a reaction by Hyltenstam and Abrahamsson (2001), and a reply to the reaction by Marinova-Todd and her co-authors) center around the “earlier-better” debate implied in the Critical Period Hypothesis.

Even though in terms of pages there is a lot of reading to do, you can read VERY fast and superficially, just make sure:

1. You understand the main arguments and positions that Marinova et al. take

2. You understand what is the (opposite) position that Hyltenstam and Abrahamsson take

3. You make a decision to be on the Marinova et al.’s side or the Hyltenstam & Abrahamsson’s side… Please be extreme, you cannot take the middle road (
Then be prepared to state your position in a class, in anticipation to what other students in the class may think (what side do you think they’ll take?). 
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