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Theoretical framework:

Instructed SLA, focus on form, and cross-linguistic typological markedness theory

Linguistic phenomena under study:

Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (Keenan & Comrie, 1977), which predicts acquisition difficulty from less to more marked, or more to less accessible:

SU<DO<IO<OPREP<GEN<OCOMP

Hypotheses:

Hypothesis 1: Instruction will make a difference (better than only exposure)

Hypothesis 2: Both a rule-based approach and a meaning-based approach to instruction will be effective in learning OPREP

Hypothesis 3: Instruction on OPREP will have an effect on less marked (easier to acquire) types of relative clauses; that is, instruction on marked structures can be projected to less marked structures and provides a shortcut in the acquisition process (rate of acquisition improved, efficiency argument)

Participants:
20 ESL learners from IEP, TOEFL mean=424, months of stay mean=3.5, levels 300-500 (program ranges 100-700), tertiary education background in home country

Tests:
Written and oral tests (including grammaticality judgments, sentence combination, and elicited production) of all types of relative clauses and all possible error types

Comprehension questions and L1 written recall

Pre- and post-tests (only immediate post-test)

Treatments:
“Read and answer comprehension questions”, 10 days, 3 stories

Text with numerous OPREP relative clauses (exposure to marked L2 input)

ROG (N=8) = exposure + flood + some visual enhancement + rule explanation

MOG (N=6) = exposure + flood + visual enhancement (italicized and capitalized)

COG (N=6) = exposure + flood (so-called control, but really experimental)
Results:

H1:
Yes, instruction was definitely better than no instruction (exposure only)

H2 & H3: 
Yes and No: Rule-oriented and meaning-oriented instruction were equally beneficial for the learning of relativization, but only meaning-oriented instruction was also highly beneficial for comprehension of the material

H4:
Yes, OPREP instruction made most learners advance in their ability to judge and manipulate relative clauses that were less marked and were unknown to them before instruction: instruction as shortcut, projection phenomenon (“we learn more than we are taught”)

Interpretation:

What do the results of the study show? Implications for L2 teaching?

www.hodderplus.com/linguistics Published by Hodder Education © 2009 Lourdes Ortega and Mark Sawyer


