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Understanding Second Language Acquisition by Lourdes Ortega

Bardovi-Harlig (1994)
Reading Tips
This is an excellent study (longitudinal, good research methods, fascinating results) but the writing and reporting is really difficult to take (the internal organization of each section is rather inefficient; some of the tables are terribly complicated…)! Please be patient as you read… Read fast what you don’t understand or find too heavy, but slow down when you understand, when examples from student writing are given, and when the author offers interpretations of things. Please note that the students in the study come from the Intensive English Program at the University of Indiana, a very similar context to our own HELP program.

Before reading 

This article will start by giving some theory on how humans develop the ability to talk about the past, particularly referring to the past in narratives.

(a) There are three main means by which language users can show to interlocutors that they are talking about the past:

· Ordering events (if you list events, then the interlocutor can assume that the order in which you list them is probably the order in which they happened)

· Lexical means (using adverbs, one can make sure that the interlocutor knows when things occurred; for example “yesterday,” “soon thereafter,” etc.)

· Past tense morphology (adding morphemes to the roots of verbs in English is the usual adult way to indicate when events occurred)

Given this brief explanation of the three tools for marking past tense, try to guess what the following terms will refer to in the article:

Reverse-order reports (RORs)

Principle of chronological order

Morphological contrast

(b) Think of the past perfect (or pluperfect, as Bardovi-Harlig calls it in the article): write down a couple of examples that show how the past perfect is used in English. How would you define or explain this tense for your ESL students?

While reading

· List from less to more “developed” the means that (first and second language) learners use to express tense or temporal order (see explanations on p. 246)

· Don’t forget to check the definition/explanation of past perfect that Bardovi-Harlig offers on p. 247 and compare it with yours.

· Write down the following information in this table (see Bardovi-Harlig’s Method section up to Analysis on pp. 248-251):

	Number of participants
	

	Length of time of data collection
	

	Types of data collected
	

	Size (quantity) of the corpus
	


· While reading the Results section, make sure you identify and underline each statement of a finding. In the margin, write “Finding 1,” “Finding 2,” etc. Be careful not to overdo it… some statements may be interpretations or explanations, or they may be secondary (not so important) findings; make sure to underline what you understand are main findings. Findings will be related to three main research questions:

1. What means do these L2 writers use to mark reverse-order reports in English?

2. How successful is each of those means according to 17 experienced teachers?

3. Is there any relationship between when these L2 writers started using RORs and past perfect and when their teachers explained past perfect in class?

After reading
Is there anything in the findings of this article that has pedagogical implications or can be useful for teachers to know? If not, argue why. If yes, explain how these findings can inform pedagogy.
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