Understanding Second Language Acquisition by Lourdes Ortega

END-OF-SEMESTER QUIZ
(134% OF YOUR FINAL GRADE)
Note: This quiz was inspired by a very similar quiz prepared by Eric Kellerman

at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa in spring 1994. The items for 2 & 3 are taken directly from it!
1. At the SLA Christmas Ball, there were so many “excuse me’s” that in the end everybody finished up with the wrong partners. Potentially embarrassing, so sort them out and put the couples back together again before they go home!
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2. Discover the 24 infamous applied linguistics people in the following passage (some may be heavily disguised!). The first one is done for you.

I hate it when couples bicker. Tons of people do it in public places like restaurants. Romans blithely do it all the time. Frankly when I eat, I never order anything that will give me too much gas. If eggs are cooked too long they may go brown at the edges as well. Chefs who serve that sort of stuff should be fired, the crooks. Especially during power failures (outages to you), when the chef comes round candle in hand to ask you how the food is. Once the chicken I had was so inedible I asked the chef, “D’you lay your own eggs or do you get the burt to do it for you?” He turned bright pink. “George, you’ll regret that remark”, he said. When I pointed out my name was not George, he turned even pinker. Anyway the meal was so awful, I had to swallow Alka Selinker all night. As a result I slept so badly I forgot to ring Bombay and Oxford in the morning. When I did, the man with the light brown hair answered, telling me to go to the Hilton Stamboul immediately and meet the widow’s son. Quickly, I hatched a plan to get there, to cohen a phrase. On the plane, the in-flight movie was “Moscow on the Hudson”, so I read a new book on how people acquire languages. It was called Ellice in Blunderland and it had been reviewed on the BBC World Service. As I gobbled my airline food, dismissing all thoughts of crashin’, I wondered what would be waiting for me in Turkey. I knew people were very gregarious there, and that they decorated their vehicles in wild colours and there were some really beautiful van patterns. I could not wait.
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3. Consider the following abbreviations and decide whether their explanations are right √ or wrong X :
(a) CLI = (a) crosslinguistic influence  __ 
(b) NPAH = (1) the sound made by a brass band __  (2) Noun Phrase Axiomaticity Hierarchy __ (3) Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy __
(c) CAH = (1) calcium hydride __ (2) contrastive analysis hypothesis

4. True or False? Mark with √ (true) or X (false):

1. Several neurobiological and neurochemical processes (including lateralization, plasticity, myelination, and pubertal increases in estrogen and testosterone) are related to the irreversible loss of the capacity to acquire language after a certain age. __
2. Crosslinguistic influences, even in cases of negative transfer, may or may not lead to ungrammatical solutions. __

3. For successful grammar acquisition, attention to form is probably not necessary. __

4. Incidental learning, or learning without intention, is possible in L2 learning. __

5. The combined frequency and salience of English morphology explains in great part why certain morphemes are mastered in a certain order. __

6. Differential memory capacities are thought to play a small role in creating differential likelihoods of success when learning a foreign language. __
7. Integrativeness is the most important and most beneficial kind of motivation that learners can feel. __

8. Opennes to experience has emerged in recent research as a potentially important personality variable that may be auspicious for achieving high levels of success in L2 learning. __
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