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VOWELS 
References in bold type are to sections in Gimson’s Pronunciation of English 
(GPE) (Seventh edition, Hodder Arnold, 2008). 

Say all the drill words with a High Falling tone [ ‵ ]. The tone is marked only in 
the case of words of more than one syllable. 

/ iː / (GPE §8.9.1) 

Long biː biːnz biːmd siː siːl siːzd 
 tiː tiːð tiːzd liːd liːv liːɡd 
 wiːd wiːl wiːvz hiːd hiːv hiːlz 

Shortened biːts siːk siːst tiːθ 
 liːf liːkt wiːt hiːt 

Compare biː siː siːzd tiːð liːv liːɡd wiːd hiːd 
 biːts siːk siːst tiːθ liːf liːkt wiːt hiːt 

Further practice ‵miːzlz    ‵ʧiːzɪz    ‵ɡriːsɪ    mə‵ʃiːn    pə‵liːs 
 rɪ‵piːtɪd    refjʊ‵ʤiː    ‵kɒŋkriːt 

 ˈpiːtəz kliːnɪŋ ɪz ‵tiːθ. 
 ə ˏðiːz ðə ʃiːts juː miːn? 

/ ɪ / (GPE §8.9.2) 

 lɪd lɪvd lɪt lɪft wɪl wɪnd wɪt wɪʃt 
 hɪd hɪlz hɪp hɪt ʧɪn ʧɪld ʧɪp ʧɪks 
 bɪɡ bɪnz bɪlt bɪts sɪn sɪl sɪk sɪst 

Compare 

/ iː / liːd wiːt hiːlz ʧiːks biːnz siːk wiːl liːkt 
/ ɪ / lɪd wɪt hɪlz ʧɪks bɪnz sɪk wɪl lɪkt 

Further practice ‵vɪlɪʤ ‵sɪmplɪst ‵wɪmɪn ‵bɪznɪs ‵rɪtn 
 ɪɡ‵zɪst sɪmplɪfɪ‵keɪʃn 

 ˈθriː sɪŋɡl ‵tɪkɪts pliːz. 
 ðər ə ‵sɪks smɪθs ɪn ðə vɪlɪʤ. 
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Say all the drill words with a High Falling tone [ ‵ ]. 

/ iː / 

Long bee beans beamed sea seal seized 

 tea teethe teased lead leave leagued 

 weed wheel weaves heed heave heels 

Shortened beats seek ceased teeth 

 leaf leaked wheat heat 

Compare bee sea seized teethe leave leagued weed heed 

 beats seek ceased teeth leaf leaked wheat heat 

Further practice measles cheeses greasy machine police 

 repeated refugee concrete 

 Peter’s cleaning his teeth. 

 Are these the sheets you mean? 

/ ɪ / 

 lid lived lit lift will wind wit wished 

 hid hills hip hit chin chilled chip chicks 

 big bins built bits sin sill sick cyst 

Compare 

/ iː / lead wheat heels cheeks beans seek wheel leaked 

/ ɪ / lid wit hills chicks bins sick will licked 

Further practice village simplest women business written 

 exist simplification 

 Three single tickets, please. 

 There are six Smiths in the village. 
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/ e / (GPE §8.9.3) 
 fen feld fens felt red rendz reʧ rents 
 wel weld welts welʃ bed beɡz belt benʧ 
 sel sendz sent sens led leɡz les left 

Compare 

/ iː / fiːld riːʧ wiːl liːft biːd iːt siːl ʧiːks 
/ ɪ / fɪld rɪʧ wɪl lɪft bɪd ɪt sɪl ʧɪks 
/ e / feld reʧ wel left bed et sel ʧeks 

Further practice ‵enɪ ‵merɪ ‵selfɪʃ ‵peŋɡwɪn ‵sentrl ‵medl 
 ‵betɪŋ ‵redn 

 wiː ɪkˈspektɪd ɪm ‵jestədɪ. 
 ˈdɪks betər ət ‵tenɪs. 
 hi: ˈleft ət ten fɪf‵tiːn. 
 ˈɡet ɪm tə feʧ ɪt ðɪs ‵iːvnɪŋ. 
 bɪˈɡɪn nekst wenzdɪ ‵wiːk. 

/ æ / (GPE §8.9.4) 
 tæb tænd tæpt tækt ræm rægz ræks ræŋks 
 mæd mæʤ mæs mæθs træm træmp træʃ træks 
 ʃæm ʃæl ʃæk ʃæŋks dæm dæmp dæʃ dæʃt 

Compare 

/ ɪ / tɪnd rɪks hɪm trɪks fɪn mɪs lɪd nɪts 
/ e / tend reks hem treks fen mes led nets 
/ æ / tænd ræks hæm træks fæn mæs læd næts 

Further practice ‵bætl ‵ʧætə ‵ʤæŋɡl  ‵hærɪ ‵pænɪk 
 ‵fækʧwəl ‵mærɪ ‵bændɪt 

 ˈlet ‵ʤæk hæv ə bɪt əv ɪt. 
 hiː ˈpækt ɪz best ‵ʤækɪt. 
 ˈwen wɪl rɪʧəd ɡet ‵bæk? 
 ˈkæn aɪ ɡɪv juː sm ˏhæm fræŋk? 
 ʃiːl ˈnevə mænɪʤ tə ‵kæʧ ɪt. 
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/ e / 
 fen felled fence felt red rends wretch rents 

 well weld welts Welsh bed begs belt bench 

 sell sends sent sense led legs less left 

Compare 

/ iː / field reach wheel leafed bead eat seal cheeks 
/ ɪ / filled rich will lift bid it sill chicks 
/ e / felled wretch well left bed ate sell checks 

Further practice any merry selfish penguin central medal 
 betting redden 

 We expected him yesterday. 
 Dick’s better at tennis. 
 He left at ten fifteen. 
 Get him to fetch it this evening. 
 Begin next Wednesday week. 

/ æ / 

 tab tanned tapped tacked ram rags racks ranks 
 mad Madge mass maths tram tramp trash tracks 
 sham shall shack shanks dam damp dash dashed 

Compare 

/ ɪ / tinned ricks hymn tricks fin miss lid knits 
/ e / tend wrecks hem treks fen mess led nets 
/ æ / tanned racks ham tracks fan mass lad gnats 

Further practice battle    chatter    jangle    Harry    panic 
 factual    marry    bandit 

 Let Jack have a bit of it. 
 He packed his best jacket. 
 When will Richard get back? 
 Can I give you some ham, Frank? 
 She’ll never manage to catch it. 
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/ ʌ / (GPE §8.9.5) 
 drʌm drʌʤ drʌɡz drʌŋk pʌn pʌbz pʌf pʌnʧ 
 ɡʌl ɡʌnz ɡʌst ɡʌʃ fʌz fʌʤ fʌnd fʌst 
 hʌm hʌŋ hʌnt hʌʧ ʤʌɡ ʤʌʤ ʤʌmp ʤʌst 

Compare 

/ æ / dræɡz pæn hæm ɡæʃ fænd mæʧ sæŋ ʃræŋk 
/ ʌ / drʌɡz pʌn hʌm ɡʌʃ fʌnd mʌʧ sʌŋ ʃrʌŋk 

Further practice ‵hʌrɪ ‵wʌndə ‵kʌlə ‵sʌðn ‵mʌðə 
 ‵jʌŋstə rɪ‵zʌlt ə‵bʌv ‵hɪkʌp 

 hiː ˈræŋ ʌp ɒn ‵sʌndɪ. 
 aɪ ˈwʌndər ɪf ðə kʌləz l ‵mæʧ. 
 ˈhʌrɪ ʌp ən lend ɪm ə ‵hænd. 
 ˈhaʊ mʌʧ kən juː let maɪ mʌðə ‵hæv? 

/ ɑː / (GPE §8.9.6) 
Long kɑː kɑːm kɑːv fɑː fɑːm fɑːmd 

 ʧɑː ʧɑːlz ʧɑːʤd stɑːd stɑːv stɑːvz 
 hɑːd ‵hɑːdn ‵hɑːdnd lɑːʤ ‵lɑːdə ‵lɑːðə 

Shortened kɑːt kɑːf fɑːs ʧɑːt stɑːf 
  stɑːʧ hɑːt ‵hɑːtn lɑːʧ 

Compare kɑː kɑːv fɑː ʧɑː stɑːv hɑːd ‵hɑːdn lɑːʤ 
 kɑːt kɑːf fɑːs ʧɑːt stɑːf hɑːt ‵hɑːtn lɑːʧ 

/ æ / hæm mæʧ bænz læk mæd kæt sæm bækt 
/ ʌ / hʌm mʌʧ bʌnz lʌk mʌd kʌt sʌm bʌkt 
/ ɑː / hɑːm mɑːʧ bɑːnz lɑːk mɑːd kɑːt sɑːm bɑːkt 

Further practice ‵dɑːbɪ ‵kɑːsl ‵pɑːtnə    ‵ɡɑːdnə    ‵ɡɑːdn 
 ‵ʧɑːmɪŋ    ‵pɑːsnɪʤ    pɑː‵tɪʃn 

 ‵ðætl ʌpset ðɪ ˏæplkɑːt. 
 ðæts ˈverɪ bæd ‵lʌk ʧɑːlz. 
 ˈkɑːnt ʤæk kʌm baɪ ˏbʌs? 
 ðə kɑː ˈstɑːtɪd tə rʌn ‵bækwədz. 
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/ ʌ / 
 drum drudge drugs drunk pun pubs puff punch 
 gull guns gust gush fuzz fudge fund fussed 
 hum hung hunt hutch jug judge jump just 

Compare 

/ æ / drags pan ham gash fanned match sang shrank 
/ ʌ / drugs pun hum gush fund much sung shrunk 

Further practice hurry wonder colour southern mother 

 youngster result above hiccough 

 He rang up on Sunday. 
 I wonder if the colours’ll match. 
 Hurry up and lend him a hand. 
 How much can you let my mother have? 

/ ɑː / 
Long car calm calve far farm farmed 
 Char Charles charged starred starve starves 
 hard harden hardened  large larder lather 

Shortened cart calf farce chart staff 
 starch heart hearten larch 

Compare car calve far char starve hard harden large 
 cart calf farce chart staff heart hearten larch 

/ æ / ham match bans lack mad cat Sam backed 
/ ʌ / hum much buns luck mud cut sum bucked 
/ ɑː / harm march barns lark marred cart psalm barked 

Further practice Derby castle partner gardener garden 
 Charming  parsonage partition 

 That’ll upset the applecart. 
 That’s very bad luck, Charles. 
 Can’t Jack come by bus? 
 The car started to run backwards.  
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/ ɒ / (GPE §8.9.7) 
 dɒɡ dɒlz dɒk dɒt kɒd kɒl kɒf kɒst 
 rɒŋ rɒb rɒθ rɒkt ʃɒn ʃɒd ʃɒp ʃɒkt 
 wɒn wɒz wɒnt wɒʧt pɒd pɒnd pɒpt pɒkt 

Compare 

/ ʌ / kʌd dʌk bʌnz stʌk bʌʤ lʌst mʌl hʌt 
/ ɑː / kɑːd dɑːk bɑːnz stɑːk bɑːʤ lɑːst mɑːl hɑːt 
/ ɒ / kɒd dɒk bɒndz stɒk bɒʤ lɒst mɒl hɒt 

Further practice ‵wɒndə ‵kɒmpɒst ‵kwɒlɪtɪ ‵bɒtl 
 ‵hɒlɪ ‵kɒtn ‵fɒrɪd ‵kɒnflɪkt 

 ðeɪv ˈɡɒt sʌʧ ə ‵lɑːʤ dɒɡ. 
 ɒn ˈmʌndɪ iː stɑːts ‵rʌʃn klɑːsɪz. 
 ˈwɒtl ðə kːɑpɪt ‵kɒst aɪ wʌndə? 

/ ɔː / (GPE §8.9.8) 
Long nɔː nɔːm nɔːd sɔːz sɔːn sɔːdz 
 ʤɔː ʤɔːz ʤɔːʤ drɔːn drɔːl drɔːld 
 stɔː stɔːl stɔːmd ɡɔːz ɡɔːl ɡɔːʤd 

Shortened nɔːθ sɔːs ʤɔːnt stɔːk 
 ɡɔːs ʧɔːk wɔːf fɔːt 

Compare nɔː sɔːz ʤɔː stɔːl ɡɔːz ʧɔːz wɔːm fɔːd 
 nɔːθ sɔːs ʤɔːnt stɔːk ɡɔːs ʤɔːk wɔːf fɔːt 

/ ʌ / mʌl stʌk kʌd pʌt dʌn bʌks ʃʌn hʌk 
/ ɑː / mɑːl stɑːk kɑːd pɑːt dɑːn bɑːks ʃɑːn hɑːk 
/ ɒ / mɒl stɒk kɒd pɒt dɒn bɒks ʃɒn hɒk 
/ ɔː / mɔːl stɔːk kɔːd pɔːt dɔːn bɔːks ʃɔːn hɔːk 

Further practice ‵sɔːdɪd ‵ʤɔːndɪs ‵hɔːdɪŋ ‵dɔːtə 
 ‵wɔːtə ɔː‵θentɪk rɪ‵wɔːdɪd dɪ‵fɔːltə 

 ɪts ˈɔːltəɡeðər ə ‵sɔːdɪd stɔːrɪ. 
 ˈwɒznt ðə klɒk rɑːðə ˏfɑːst? 
 ʤɒnz dʌn ˈmʌʧ mɔː ðən aɪ ‵θɔːt. 
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/ ɒ / 
 dog dolls dock dot cod col cough cost 
 wrong rob wrath rocked shone shod shop shocked 
 wan was want watched pod pond popped pocked 

Compare 

/ ʌ / cud duck buns stuck budge lust mull hut 
/ ɑː / card dark barns stark barge last marl heart 
/ ɒ / cod dock bonds stock bodge lost Moll hot 

Further practice wander compost quality bottle 
 holly cotton forehead conflict 

 They’ve got such a large dog. 
 On Monday he starts Russian classes. 
 What’ll the carpet cost, I wonder? 

/ ɔː / 
Long nor norm gnawed saws sawn swords 
 jaw jaws George drawn drawl drawled 
 store stall stormed gauze gall gorged 

Shortened north sauce jaunt stalk 
 gorse chalk wharf fought 

Compare nor saws jaw stall gauze chores warm ford 
 north sauce jaunt stalk gorse chalk wharf fought 

/ ʌ / mull stuck cud putt done bucks shun Huck 
/ ɑː / marl stark card part darn barks Shan hark 
/ ɒ / Moll stock cod pot don box shone hock 
/ ɔː / maul stalk cord port dawn baulks shorn hawk 

Further practice sordid jaundice hoarding daughter 
 water authentic rewarded defaulter 

 It’s altogether a sordid story. 
 Wasn’t the clock rather fast? 
 John’s done much more than I thought. 
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/ ʊ / (GPE §8.9.9) 
 pʊl ‵pʊdɪŋ pʊt pʊʃ wʊd wʊl ‵wʊdnt ‵wʊstə 
 bʊl bʊʃ bʊks ‵bʊʧə ʃʊd ‵ʃʊɡə ʃʊk ‵ʃʊdnt 
 kʊd ‵kʊdnt kʊk ‵kʊʃn fʊl ‵fʊlsəm fʊt ‵fʊtbɔːl 

Compare 

/ ɔː / wɔːd fɔːt pɔːl bɔːks ɡɔːd kɔːk ʃɔːd sɔːt 
/ ʊ / wʊd fʊt pʊl bʊks ɡʊd kʊk ʃʊd sʊt 

Further practice ‵ɡʊdnɪs ‵wʊmən ‵wʊstɪd ‵kʊrɪə 
 ‵bʊzm wʊlf ‵bʊkkeɪs 
 ɪt kʊd ˈduː wɪð mɔː ‵ʃʊɡə. 
 aɪ ˈkʊdnt pʊl ðə ‵kɔːk aʊt. 
 ˈpʊt ðəʊz bʊks ɪn ðə kɔːnə ‵kʌbəd. 

/ uː / (GPE §8.9.10) 
Long tuː tuːm tuːl juː juːl juːðz 
 ruː ruːl ruːʒ bruː bruːz bruːdz 
 muːv muːn muːdz njuː tjuːn hjuːʤ 

Shortened tuːθ juːθ ruːf bruːs 
 muːt ʃjuːt luːs njuːt 

Compare tuːl juːðz ruː bruːz muːv ʃuː luːz njuː 
 tuːθ juːθ ruːf bruːs muːt ʃuːt luːs njuːt 

/ ɔː / pɔːl sɔːt fɔːl ʃɔːt wɔːd bɔːks stɔːl tɔːk 
/ ʊ / pʊl sʊt fʊl ʃʊk wʊd bʊks stʊd tʊk 
/ uː / puːl suːt fuːl ʃuːt wuːd buːts stuːl stuːk 

Further practice ‵ruːlə    ‵smuːðɪŋ    ‵fruːtlɪs    ‵truːθfl    rɪ‵pruːvl 
 ɪm‵pruːdnt    ɪn‵θjuːzɪæzm    prə‵ʤuːs    ‵prɒʤuːs 
 ‵mjuːzɪk    ‵bjuːtɪ    ‵njuːsəns    ‵ɑːɡjuː    ‵njuːtə 

 ˈhuːz ə ðəʊz njuː ‵fʊtbɔːl buːts? 
 ðeɪ ər ‵ɔːlwɪz tɔːkɪŋ əbaʊt ɡʊd fuːd. 
 ðə ˈkʊk wʊdnt ə‵pruːv əv wʊstə sɔːs. 
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/ ʊ / 
 pull pudding  put push wood wool wouldn’t Worcester 
 bull bush books  butcher   should   sugar  shook shouldn’t 
 could couldn’t cook  cushion   full fulsome   foot football 

Compare 

/ ɔː / ward fought pall baulks gored cork shored sort 
/ ʊ / wood foot pull books good cook should soot 

Further practice goodness woman worsted courier 
 bosom wolf bookcase 

 It could do with more sugar. 
 I couldn’t pull the cork out. 
 Put those books in the corner cupboard. 

/ uː / 

Long too tomb tool yew Yule youths 

 rue rule rouge brew bruise broods 

 move moon moods new tune huge 

Shortened tooth youth roof Bruce 

 moot shoot loose newt 

Compare tool youths rue bruise move shoe lose new 

 tooth youth roof Bruce moot shoot loose newt 

/ ɔː / pall sort fall short ward baulks stall talk 
/ ʊ / pull soot full shook wood books stood took 
/ uː / pool suit fool shoot wooed boots stool stook 

Further practice ruler    smoothing    fruitless    truthful    reproval 
 imprudent    enthusiasm    produce    produce 
 music    beauty    nuisance    argue    neuter 

 Whose are those new football boots? 
 They’re always talking about good food. 
 The cook wouldn’t approve of Worcester sauce. 
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/ ɜː / (GPE §8.9.11) 

Long hɜːd hɜːl hɜːdz sɜːb sɜːʤ sɜːv 
 θɜːd ‵θɜːzdɪ ‵θɜːml pɜːz pɜːl pɜːʤd 
 wɜːd wɜːl wɜːld bɜːd bɜːnz bɜːðz 

Shortened hɜːt sɜːʧ sɜːf ‵θɜːstɪ 
 pɜːs wɜːθ wɜːst bɜːθ 

Compare hɜːd sɜːʤ sɜːv ‵θɜːzdɪ pɜːz wɜːl bɜːd ʧɜːn 
 hɜːt sɜːʧ sɜːf ‵θɜːstɪ pɜːs wɜːθ bɜːθ ʧɜːʧ 

/ ʌ / kʌd fʌst bʌnz sʌʧ θʌm lʌk hʌl ʃʌt 
/ ɜː / kɜːd fɜːst bɜːnz sɜːʧ θɜːm lɜːk hɜːl ʃɜːt 

Further practice ‵θɜːtɪ ‵pɜːʃə ‵wɜːðɪ ‵bɜːdnsəm 
 ‵mɜːtl ‵ʤɜːnɪ ‵kɜːtəsɪ θɜː‵tiːn 

 ˈfɜːst kʌm fɜːst ‵sɜːvd. 
 ˈɡɑːdnɪŋz sʌʧ θɜːstɪ ‵wɜːk. 
 ðə ˈwɜːstl kʌm nekst ‵θɜːzdɪ. 

/ ə / (GPE §8.9.12) 
 ‵hiːtə ‵fɪdlə ‵ʧestə ‵temprɪʧə ‵æmətə 
 ‵jʌŋɡə ‵dɒktə ‵wɔːdə ‵fʊlə ‵juːzə 
 ‵fɜːðə ‵beɪkə ‵səʊfə ‵ʧaɪnə ‵kaʊntə 
 fə‵tiːɡ ə‵bʌv ə‵sʧuːt əb‵sɜːd əs‵pærəɡəs 
 fə‵tɒɡrəfɪ    pə‵tɪkjələlɪ    ‵ɑːftəwədz    ‵dekərətɪv 

Further practice ɪt wəz ðə ˈpɪk əv ðə ‵bʌnʧ. 
 ˈkʌm ən lʊk ət ðə ‵mʌŋkɪz. 
 ˈwɒt kən wiː səʤest tə ðəm fə ‵krɪsməs? 

In the connected texts pay particular attention to / ə / occurring as the vowel in 
the weak forms: 
 ə    ənd    ə    əz    ət    kən    kəd    dəz    fə    frəm 
 məst    əv    ʃəl    səm    ðə    ðəm    tə    wəz    wə 
 wəd 
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/ ɜː / 
Long heard hurl herds Serb surge serve 
 third Thursday thermal purrs pearl purged 
 word whirl world bird burns berths 

Shortened hurt search surf thirsty 
 purse worth worst birth 

Compare heard surge serve Thursday  purrs whirl bird churn 
 hurt search surf thirsty purse worth birth church 

/ ʌ / cud fussed buns such thumb luck hull shut 
/ ɜː / curd first burns search therm lurk hurl shirt 

Further practice thirty Persia worthy burdensome 
 myrtle journey courtesy thirteen 

 First come, first served. 
 Gardening’s such thirsty work. 
 The worst’ll come next Thursday. 

/ ə / 
 heater    fiddler    Chester    temperature    amateur 
 younger    doctor    warder    fuller    user 
 further    baker    sofa    China    counter 
 fatigue    above    astute    absurd    asparagus 
 photography    particularly    afterwards    decorative 

Further practice It was the pick of the bunch. 
 Come and look at the monkeys. 
 What can we suggest to them for Christmas? 

In the connected texts pay particular attention to / ə / occurring as the vowel in 
the weak forms of 
 a,    and,    are,    as,    at,    can,    could,    does,    for,    from, 
 must,    of,    shall,    some,    the,    them,    to,    was,    were, 
 would 
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/ eɪ / (GPE §8.10.1) 
Long pleɪd pleɪn pleɪɡz treɪ treɪn treɪl 
 ʤeɪd ʤeɪz ʤeɪld neɪv neɪm neɪlz 
 reɪ reɪzd reɪʤd ʃeɪv ʃeɪdz ʃeɪmd 

Shortened pleɪt    treɪs    ʤeɪk    neɪp 
 reɪθ    reɪst    ʃeɪps    eɪʧ 

Compare pleɪd treɪ ʤeɪd neɪm reɪ reɪzd ʃeɪdz eɪʤ 
 pleɪt treɪs ʤeɪk neɪp reɪθ reɪst ʃeɪps eɪʤ 

/ e / red ʧest sel sent weʤ eʧ trend flek 
/ eɪ / reɪd ʧeɪst seɪl seɪnt weɪʤ eɪʧ treɪnd fleɪk 

Further practice ‵reɪzə ‵reɪsə ‵teɪbl ‵reɪlweɪ 
  rɪ‵leɪt buː‵keɪ ə‵freɪd dɪs‵meɪd 

  ˈɡes ðə weɪt əv ðæt ‵keɪk. 
  ˌðeɪ ʃəd ˈteɪk ə deɪz ‵rest. 

/ əʊ / (GPE §8.10.4) 

Long stəʊd stəʊv stəʊnz məʊ məʊv məʊlz 
 təʊ təʊld təʊnd kəʊd kəʊmz kəʊld 
 rəʊd rəʊbz rəʊɡz ləʊð ləʊvz ləʊmd 

Shortened stəʊt məʊst təʊst kəʊt 
  kəʊlt rəʊps ləʊθ sləʊθ 

Compare stəʊd məʊ təʊ kəʊd kəʊld rəʊbz ləʊð sləʊ 
 stəʊt məʊst təʊst kəʊt kəʊlt rəʊps ləʊθ sləʊθ 

/ ɔː / fɔː pɔːʧ bɔːn wɔːk ɡɔːl kɔːst hɔːd kɔːt 
/ ɜː / fɜː pɜːʧ bɜːn wɜːk ɡɜːl kɜːst hɜːd kɜːt 
/ əʊ / fəʊ pəʊʧ bəʊn wəʊk ɡəʊl kəʊst həʊd kəʊt 

Further practice ‵ʃəʊldə    ‵məʊʃnlɪs    ‵əʊʃn    ‵səʊlʤərɪ 
 rɪ‵prəʊʧɪŋ    bɪ‵ləʊ    ‵bɪləʊ    ‵feləʊ 

 nəʊ ˈʤəʊnz skɔːd ðə ‵fɜːst ɡəʊl. 
 həv ˈɔːl ðə səʊlʤəz rɪtɜːnd ˏhəʊm? 
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/ eɪ / 
Long played plane plagues tray train trail 
 jade jays gaoled knave name nails 
 ray raised raged shave shades shamed 

Shortened plate trace Jake nape 

 wraith raced shapes aitch 

Compare played tray jade name ray raised shades age 

 plate trace Jake nape wraith raced shapes aitch 

/ e / red chest sell sent wedge etch trend fleck 
/ eɪ / raid chased sale saint wage aitch trained flake 

Further practice razor racer table railway 
  relate bouquet afraid dismayed 

  Guess the weight of that cake. 
  They should take a day’s rest. 

/ əʊ / 
Long stowed stove stones mow mauve moles 
 toe told toned code combs cold 
 rode robes rogues loathe loaves loamed 

Shortened stoat most toast coat 
 colt ropes loath sloth 

Compare stowed mow toe code cold robes loathe slow 
 stoat most toast coat colt ropes loath sloth 

/ ɔː / four porch born walk gall coursed hoard caught 
/ ɜː / fur perch burn work girl cursed heard curt 
/ əʊ / foe poach bone woke goal coast hoed coat 

Further practice shoulder    motionless    ocean    soldiery 

 reproaching    below    billow    fellow 

 No, Jones scored the first goal. 

 Have all the soldiers returned home? 
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/ aɪ, aɪə / (GPE §8.10.2) 

Long 

/ aɪ / ʧaɪd ʧaɪvz ʧaɪld maɪn maɪl maɪld 
 vaɪ vaɪl vaɪnz daɪ daɪv daɪnd 
 waɪ waɪd waɪvz laɪ laɪv laɪð 

/ aɪə / ‵aɪən ‵plaɪəz ‵paɪəz ‵traɪəl 
 ‵faɪə ‵ʃaɪə ‵laɪənz ‵waɪəd 
 Shortened 
/ aɪ / maɪt vaɪs daɪs waɪt 
 waɪfs laɪf laɪk paɪnt 

/ aɪə / ‵paɪəs ‵waɪət ‵kwaɪət ‵raɪət 

 Compare 
  maɪn vaɪ daɪ waɪd waɪvz laɪð paɪnd ‵paɪəz 

  maɪt vaɪs daɪs waɪt waɪfs laɪk paɪnt ‵paɪəs 
/ aɪ / paɪz spaɪ taɪd waɪd ‵laɪbl kwaɪt 

/ aɪə / ‵paɪəz ‵spaɪə ‵taɪəd ‵waɪəd ‵laɪəbl ‵kwaɪət 

Further practice 

/ aɪ / ‵taɪdl ‵taɪtl ‵raɪdɪŋ ‵raɪtɪŋ ‵kraɪsɪs ‵aɪðə 
 dɪs‵ɡaɪzd rɪ‵plaɪɪŋ ‵naɪttaɪm 
/ aɪə / ‵taɪərɪŋ    ‵empaɪə    ‵daɪəməndz    ‵vaɪələnt    ‵taɪərənt 
 ə‵spaɪə    əd‵maɪəz    sə‵saɪətɪ    dɪ‵zaɪərəbl 

 ˈkɑːnt aɪ laɪt ðə ˏfaɪə? 
 ˇlɑːst taɪm / aɪ ˈsteɪd ət ‵həʊm. 
 ˈleɪt naɪts meɪk miː ‵taɪəd. 
 ɪts meɪd ɪnˈtaɪəlɪ əv kɑːst ‵aɪən. 
 ðæt ˋdraɪə ˏwaɪn / teɪsts ˈrɑːðə ‵naɪs. 
 ˈwaɪ kɑːnt wiː ˈpɑːk ɪn ðæt ‵leɪbaɪ? 
 wiː ˈfəʊnd daɪænə ‵twaɪs. 
 hiː ˈkɑːnt ‵faɪnd ðə lɑːʤ plaɪəz. 
 ʃiː ˈspəʊk ‵kwaɪətlɪ tə ðə fraɪtnd ʧaɪld. 
 aɪd laɪk əˈnʌðə paɪnt əv ‵maɪld pliːz. 
 ˈkrəʊməz kwaɪt ə ‵kwaɪət pleɪs. 
 juː ˈmaɪt traɪ ðə dɪ‵beɪtɪŋ səsaɪətɪ. 
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/ aɪ, aɪə / 
Long 

/ aɪ / chide chives child mine mile mild 
 vie vile vines die dive dined 
 why wide wives lie live lithe 
/ aɪə / iron pliers pyres trial 

 fire shire lions wired 

Shortened 

/ aɪ / might vice dice white 

 wife’s life like pint 
/ aɪə / pious Wyatt quiet riot 

Compare mine vie die wide wives lithe pined pyres 

 might vice dice white wife’s like pint pious 

/ aɪ / pies spy tied wide libel quite 

/ aɪə / pyres spire tired wired liable quiet 

Further practice 

/ aɪ / tidal title riding writing crisis either 
 disguised replying night-time 

/ aɪə / tiring empire diamonds violent tyrant 
 aspire admires society desirable 

 Can’t I light the fire? 

 Last time I stayed at home. 

 Late nights make me tired. 

 It’s made entirely of cast-iron. 

 That drier wine tastes rather nice. 

 Why can’t we park in that lay-by? 

 We phoned Diana twice. 

 He can’t find the large pliers. 

 She spoke quietly to the frightened child. 

 I’d like another pint of mild, please. 

 Cromer’s quite a quiet place. 

 You might try the Debating Society. 
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/ aʊ, aʊə / (GPE §8.10.5) 
Long 

/ aʊ / baʊ baʊd baʊndz kaʊ kaʊz kaʊlz 
 raʊ raʊd raʊnd haʊ haʊnd haʊl 
 taʊzl taʊn taʊzld draʊz draʊn draʊnz 

/ aʊə / ‵aʊə ‵paʊə ‵taʊəd ‵kaʊəd 
 ‵ɡlaʊə ‵saʊə ‵ʃaʊərɪŋ ‵haʊəd 

Shortened 
/ aʊ / baʊt kaʊʧ haʊs raʊt 
 taʊt draʊt traʊt staʊt 

/ aʊə / ‵haʊəθ 

Compare 
 baʊ kaʊ raʊ laʊd draʊn faʊnd ɡraʊl ‵haʊəd 
 baʊt kaʊʧ raʊt laʊt draʊt faʊnt ɡraʊs ‵haʊəθ 

/ aʊ / baʊ kaʊ saʊ baʊd 
/ aʊə / ‵baʊə ‵kaʊə ‵saʊə ‵baʊəd 

/ aɪə / ‵aɪə ‵baɪə ‵taɪəd ‵saɪəz ‵ʃaɪə rɪ‵laɪəbl 
/ aʊə / ‵aʊə ‵baʊə ‵taʊəd ‵saʊəz ‵ʃaʊə ə‵laʊəbl 

Further practice 

/ aʊ / ‵ɡraʊndɪd ‵baʊntɪfl ‵kaʊntlɪs ‵kaʊntɪ 
 dɪ‵vaʊt rɪ‵zaʊndɪŋ ‵plaʊɪŋ ə‵staʊndɪd 

/ aʊə / ‵naʊədeɪz ‵taʊəlz ‵daʊərɪ ‵flaʊəpɒt 
 ə‵laʊəns dɪ‵vaʊərɪŋ ɪm‵paʊərɪŋ 

ˈhaʊ əbaʊt ɡəʊɪŋ baɪ ‵haɪəkɑː? 
aʊtsaɪd ðə ˇfɑːmhaʊs / ðə wəz ˈkwaɪt ə ‵kraʊd. 

hiː ˈdraɪd ɪz traʊzəz baɪ ðə ‵faɪə. 
ˈhaʊ fɑːr ɪz ɪt tə ðə taʊn ‵hɔːl? 
aɪl bɪ ˈraʊnd ɪn hɑːf ən ‵aʊə. 
ðəl biː ˈʃɑːp ʃaʊəz ɪn ðə ‵saʊθ. 
ˈhaʊəd saʊndz ə rɪ‵laɪəbl pleɪə. 
dɪʤuː ˈbaɪ ðəʊz njuː taɪəz fər ˏaʊə kɑː? 
ˈsaʊθpɔːts ɡɒt ‵lɒts əv dɪzaɪərəbl haʊzɪz. 
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/ aʊ, aʊə / 

Long 

/ aʊ / bough bowed bounds cow cows cowls 
 row rowed round how hound howl 
 tousle town tousld drowse drown drowns 

/ aʊə / hour power towered coward 
 glower sour showering Howard 

Shortened 

/ aʊ / bout couch house rout 
 tout drought trout stout 

/ aʊə / Howarth 

Compare 

 bough cow row loud drown found growl Howard 
 bout couch rout lout drought fount grouse Howarth 

/ aʊ / bough cow sow bowed 
/ aʊə / bower cower sour bowered 

/ aɪə / ire byre tired sires shire reliable 
/ aʊə / hour bower towered sours shower allowable 

Further practice 

/ aʊ / grounded bountiful countless county 
 devout resounding ploughing astounded 

/ aʊə / nowadays towels dowry flowerpot 
 allowance devouring empowering 

How about going by hire-car? 

Outside the farmhouse there was quite a crowd. 

He dried his trousers by the fire. 

How far is it to the Town Hall? 

I’ll be round in half an hour. 

There’ll be sharp showers in the south. 

Howard sounds a reliable player. 

Did you buy those new tyres for our car? 

Southport’s got lots of desirable houses. 
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/ ɔɪ / (GPE §8.10.3) 

Long ʤɔɪ ʤɔɪz ʤɔɪnd bɔɪ bɔɪz bɔɪlz 
 kɔɪ kɔɪnz kɔɪld pɔɪz pɔɪzd ‵pɔɪzn 

Shortened ʤɔɪst ʤɔɪnt kwɔɪts kɔɪf 
 pɔɪnt vɔɪs ʧɔɪs hɔɪst 

Compare ʤɔɪ ʤɔɪnd kɔɪ pɔɪz vɔɪd 
 ʤɔɪst ʤɔɪnt kɔɪt pɔɪnt vɔɪs 

Further practice ‵fɔɪlɪŋ ‵ɔɪstə ‵pɔɪnjənt ‵klɔɪstəz 
 ‵trefɔɪl ‵diːkɔɪd ɪm‵plɔɪə ‵rɔɪəltɪ 

ˈwɒt ə paʊɔfl ‵vɔɪs ðæt bɔɪz ɡɒt. 
aʊər ˈɔɪlfaɪəd bɔɪləz səʊ ‵nɔɪzɪ. 
hɪz ɪmˈplɔɪə ɡeɪv ɪm nəʊ ‵ʧɔɪs. 

/ ɪə / (GPE §8.12.1) 

Long pɪəz bɪə ‵tɪəfl ‵dɪərɪst ɡɪəz ʧɪəd 
 ‵ʤɪərɪŋ ‵fɪəfl vɪəd ‵sɪərɪŋ ‵ʃɪərɪŋ  
 hɪəz lɪəd ‵mɪəlɪ ‵nɪəlɪ wɪəd  

Shortened pɪəs tɪəs fɪəs 

Compare pɪəz tɪəz fɪəz 
 pɪəs tɪəs fɪəs 

Further practice ‵θɪətə ‵hɪərəʊ ‵wɪərɪ ‵drɪərɪ ‵θɪərɪ 
 ə‵pɪə aɪ‵dɪə rɪ‵vɪə kə‵rɪə 
 ‵sɪərɪəs ‵hevɪə ‵mɔːfɪə ‵ɔːdɪəns 
 ‵veərɪəbl kə‵neɪdɪən θɪə‵lɒʤɪkl 

hɪz ˈbɪəd ɡɪvz ɪm ə ‵verɪ fɪəs əpɪərəns. 
ɪt ˈnɪəlɪ endɪd ɪz kə‵rɪə. 
ðɪ ˈɔːdɪəns ʤɪəd ðə ‵hɪərəʊ. 
wɪə səʊ ‵wɪərɪ əv hɪərɪŋ ɪz aɪdɪəz. 
hiː ˈsɜːtnlɪ triːts ðə θɪərɪ ‵sɪərɪəslɪ. 
ˈðɪs mətɪərɪəlz ɪk‵striːmlɪ dɪə. 
ɪt ˈrɪəlɪ siːmz tə bɪ ‵klɪərɪŋ. 
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/ ɔɪ / 

Long joy joys joined boy buoys boils 
 coy coins coiled poise poised poison 

Shortened joist joint quoits coif 
 point voice choice hoist 

Compare joy joined coy poise void 
 joist joint quoit point voice 

Further practice foiling oyster poignant cloisters 
 trefoil decoyed employer royalty 

What a powerful voice that boy’s got! 
Our oil-fired boiler’s so noisy. 
His employer gave him no choice. 

/ ɪə / 

Long peers bier tearful dearest gears cheered 
 jeering fearful veered searing shearing  
 hears leered merely nearly weird  

Shortened pierce tierce fierce 

Compare peers tears fears 
 pierce tierce fierce 

Further practice theatre hero weary dreary theory 

 appear idea revere career 

 serious heavier morphia audience 

 variable Canadian theological 

His beard gives him a very fierce appearance. 

It nearly ended his career. 

The audience jeered the hero. 

We’re so weary of hearing his ideas. 

He certainly treats the theory seriously. 

This material’s extremely dear. 

It really seems to be clearing. 
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/ eə / (GPE §8.12.2) 

Long peə beəz ‵teərɪŋ deəd ‵keəfl ‵ɡeərɪʃ 
 ‵ʧeərɪ feə ‵veərɪ ðeə ʃeəz leəd 
 reə meə weə ‵steəweɪ   

Shortened skeəs 

Compare 
/ ɪə / bɪəd fɪəd spɪəd ‵smɪərɪ ‵ʧɪərɪ ʧɪəd 
/ eə / beəd feəd speəd ‵meərɪ ‵ʧeərɪ ʃeəd 
/ e / bed fed sped ‵merɪ ‵ʧerɪ ʃed 

Further practice ‵bleərɪŋ ‵beəbæk ‵skweərɪŋ ‵enɪweə  
 ‵sʌmweə ‵heərɪ ‵eərɪs ‵meərɪs ‵eərɪəl 
 dɪ‵kleəd rɪ‵peəz dɪ‵speə 

ˈweə də ðeɪ ɡet ðeə ‵bɪə? 
biː keəfl wɪð ðɪ ˇeərɪəl. 
ˈmeərɪz heəz verɪ ‵feə. 
ðə ˈsteəkɑːpɪts nɪəlɪ ‵θredbeə. 
ðə ˈmeəz skeəslɪ evə ‵ðeə. 
dɪd ˈseərə ˏrɪəlɪ rɪpeə ðə ʧeə? 

/ ʊə / (GPE §8.10.3) 

pʊə ‵bʊəbən ‵tʊərɪŋ dʊə ɡʊəd ‵ʤʊərɪ brʊə ‵ʃʊəlɪ 
lʊəz mʊəd trʊə ‵flʊənsɪ 

pjʊə ‵pjʊəraɪl ‵bjʊərəʊ ɪn‵ʤʊə ‵djʊərɪŋ ‵kjʊərɪəs 
sɪ‵kjʊərɪtɪ fjʊə vjʊə mə‵njʊə jʊərə‵pɪən 

‵ɪnflʊəns ɪn‵kɒŋɡrʊəs ‵ɑːdjʊəs ‵vækjʊəm ‵væljʊə 
‵væljʊəbl ‵juːʒʊəlɪ 

Further practice 

ˈʤɔːʤ ʃʊd suːn bɪ ‵kjʊəd. 
ðeɪ tʊk ˈɔːl hə væljʊəbl ‵ʤʊələrɪ. 
djʊərɪŋ ˇɔːɡəst / ðə wə ‵fjʊə vjʊəz. 
ðə ˋnjuː ˏfɔːmən / ˈɪnflʊənst ðə ʤʊərɪ ɪ‵nɔːməslɪ. 
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/ eə / 

Long pear bares tearing dared careful garish 
 chary fair vary there shares laird 
 rare mayor where stairway 

Shortened scarce 

Compare 

/ ɪə / beard feared speared smeary cheery sheared 
/ eə / bared fared spared Mary chary shared 
/ e / bed fed sped merry cherry shed 

Further practice blaring bareback squaring anywhere 

 somewhere hairy heiress mayoress aerial 

 declared repairs despair 

Where do they get their beer? 

Be careful with the aerial. 

Mary’s hair’s very fair. 

The stair-carpet’s nearly threadbare. 

The mayor’s scarcely ever there. 

Did Sarah really repair the chair? 

/ ʊə / 

poor Bourbon touring dour gourd jury brewer surely 

lures moored truer fluency 

pure puerile bureau endure during curious 

security fewer viewer manure European 

influence incongruous arduous vacuum valuer 

valuable usually 

Further practice 

George should soon be cured. 

They took all her valuable jewellery. 
During August there were fewer viewers. 
The new foreman influenced the jury enormously. 


