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CONSONANTS 
References in bold type are to sections in Gimson’s Pronunciation of English 
(GPE) (Seventh edition, Hodder Arnold, 2008) 

Where on words of one syllable, no intonation is indicated, say the drills with a 
High Falling tone [ ‵ ]. 

See Plosives GPE §9.2: /p,b/ §9.2.5; /t,d/ §9.2.6 and §9.2.8; /k,ɡ/ §9.2.7. 

/ p / / t / / k / 
peɪn    ‵pɑːʃl teɪk    ‵tɪŋɡlz keɪn    ‵kəʊstlaɪn 
‵peɪmənt    sə‵pɔːt ə‵tendəns    dɪs‵tɜːb rɪ‵kʌvə    ɪŋ‵kɜːz 
speɪn    ‵spaɪtfl steɪk    ‵stʌmək skeɪn    ‵skʌlrɪ 
‵spɑːkld    ‵spjʊərɪəs ‵staɪflɪŋ    ‵stɪərɪʤ ‵skændl    ‵skəʊldɪd 
‵stæmpɪŋ    pɑː‵tɪsɪpeɪt ‵mætəz    ‵prɒfɪtɪŋ ‵lʌkɪ    ‵bʊkɪʃ 
‵wɪspəd    ‵tæpɪstrɪ ɑːtɪ‵zæn    tæk‵seɪʃn ‵fleɪkɪŋ    ‵æŋkərɪʤ 
straɪpt    ‵læmppəʊst ‵aʊtbɔːd    ‵naɪttaɪm ˈblæk  ‵prɪns    dɪ‵pɪktɪd 
ˈtɒp ‵dɒɡ    ˈraɪp ‵ʧiːz ˈðæt  ‵kaɪnd    ˈwaɪt ‵ʧɔːk ‵rɒkkeɪks    ‵dekʧeə 
straɪpt    huːp    wɪsp ʃɜːt    brʌʃt    raɪt ʤɜːk    blæŋk    ‵siːsɪk 
‵tɒpməʊst   ˈʧiːp  ‵mɪlk ‵əʊtmiːl    ‵rɒtn ‵bæŋknəʊt    ˈpɑːk  ‵niːtlɪ 
‵hæpn    ‵heɪpnɪ ‵rɪtn    ˈstɑːt ‵naʊ ək‵nɒlɪʤ    ‵θɪkŋ 
‵pleʒǝ    ˈʌp ‵leɪt ‵ætlǝs    ǝt ‵lɑːst ‵klɪǝrɪŋ    ‵brɪkleɪǝ 
‵sɪmpl    ‵kʌplz ‵metlz    ‵bɒtld ‵lǝʊkl    ‵rɪŋklz 

Further practice 

ǝ ˈpækɪt ǝv ‵tiː pliːz. ǝnd ǝ ˈpaʊnd ǝv pǝ‵teɪtǝʊz. 
wiː ˈtɔːkt tǝ ‵tɒm. hiː ˈpʊt ɪt ɪn ɪz ‵pɒkɪt. 

ˈkæn juː ˏkiːp ɪt? ðeɪ ǝˈtækt ðǝ ‵taʊn. 
ˈdǝʊnt kɪk ðǝ ‵kɪtn. aɪl ˈteɪk ‵ðæt kǝʊt. 
ʃiː ˈpleɪd baɪ ‵ɪnstɪŋkt. ˈwɒt ǝ ‵spektǝkl. 
ðeɪ ˈkrept ‵ʌp tʊ ɪm. ɪt wǝz ǝ ˈtaɪt ‵skwiːz. 
ɪts ǝ ˈprɪtɪ stɪf ‵praɪs. ɪtl ˈduː tǝ kliːn ðǝ ‵ketl. 
hiː ˈtrɪpt ɒn ðǝ ‵kɑːpɪt. ˈtraɪ tǝ bɪ ‵kwaɪǝt piːtǝ. 
ɪts ǝn ˈǝʊld ‵meɪpl triː. ˈwɪʧ treɪn dɪd iː ‵kæʧ? 
ðeɪ ˈstʊd baɪ ǝn ‵wɒʧt. ˋðætl teɪk ǝ ˏtaɪm. 
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/ p / / t / / k / 

pain    partial take    tingles cane    coastline 

payment    support attendance    disturb recover    incurs 

Spain    spiteful steak    stomach skein    scullery 

sparkled    spurious stifling    steerage scandal    scolded 

stamping    participate matters    profiting lucky    bookish 

whispered    tapestry artisan    taxation flaking    anchorage 

striped    lamp-post outboard    night-time Black Prince   depicted 

top dog    ripe cheese that kind    white chalk rock-cakes    deckchair 

stripe    hoop    wisp shirt    brushed    right jerk    blank    seasick 

topmost    cheap milk oatmeal    rotten banknote    park neatly 

happen    halfpenny written    start now acknowledge    thicken 

pleasure    up late atlas    at last clearing    bricklayer 

simple    couples metals    bottled local    wrinkles 

Further practice 

A packet of tea, please. And a pound of potatoes. 
We talked to Tom. He put it in his pocket. 
Can you keep it? They attacked the town. 
Don’t kick the kitten. I’ll take that coat. 
She played by instinct. What a spectacle! 
They crept up to him. It was a tight squeeze. 
It’s a pretty stiff price. It’ll do to clean the kettle. 
He tripped on the carpet. Try to be quiet, Peter. 
It’s an old maple tree. Which train did he catch? 
They stood by and watched. That’ll take a time. 
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/ b / / d / / ɡ / 
ǝ‵beɪd    ǝ‵bɔːd ɪn‵devǝ    ǝ‵dɔːnmǝnt dɪ‵ɡriːz    ǝ‵ɡɑːst 
‵leɪbǝrɪŋ    ˈsteɪl ‵bred ‵ʃædǝʊɪ    ˈten ‵dʌzn ‵ɔːɡǝst    ˈθriː ‵ɡrǝʊs 
bʌlʤ    ‵bleɪtntlɪ ‵dɑːkn    ‵dʌznt ɡɑːdz    ‵ɡraʊndɪd 
ˈraɪp bǝ‵nɑːnǝz    ˈsɪks ‵bɔɪz ˈɒf ‵djuːtɪ    ˈlɪft ‵daʊn ˈfrʌnt ‵ɡeɪts    dɪs‵ɡɔːʤd 
ǝb‵teɪnd    ˈrɒb ‵piːtǝ ˈhed ‵bɔɪ    ˈɡʊd ‵dɒɡ ‵rʌɡbɪ    ˈhʌɡ ‵taɪtlɪ 
ˈrʌb ‵daʊn    ǝb‵ʤekʃn ˈmɪd ‵ɡriːn  ˈhɑːd ‵ʧeə ˈbɪɡ ‵ɡeɪm    ‵fɪɡtriːz 
traɪb    ʃrʌb    rǝʊb kraɪd    ǝ‵freɪd    stɔːd stæɡ    plʌɡ    veɪɡ 
sʌbmǝ‵riːn    ‵rɒb mʌst ‵rǝʊdmæp    ‵kʊdnt dɒɡ‵mætɪk    ɪɡ‵nɔːd 
‵rɪbnz    ǝb‵nɒkʃǝs ‵ɡɑːdn    ˈɡʊd ‵njuːz ‵dræɡnet ‵ɔːɡŋ trænzplɑːnt 
‵blaɪnfǝʊld    ‵ʤɒblɪs ‵bædlɪ    ˈhɑːd ‵lʌk ‵ɡliːnd    ‵fɒɡlaɪts 
‵sɪmbl    ‵traɪbl ‵bʌndlz    ‵ɡɜːdlz ‵strʌɡlz    ‵ræŋɡlz 

Compare 

/ p / pɪl spɪl ‵ræpɪd pʌlp mɒpt ‵sɪmpl pleɪd preɪd ‵ǝʊpǝn 
/ b / bɪl bɪl ‵ræbɪd bʌlb mɒbd ‵sɪmbl bleɪd breɪd ‵hǝʊbǝn 

/ t / tʌn stʌn ‵wɔːtǝ bɪlt ˈhɪt ‵twaɪs ‵mɒtl ‵spɒtlɪs ‵rɪtn 
/ d / dʌn dʌn ‵wɔːdǝ bɪld ˈhɪd ‵twaɪs ‵mɒdl ‵ɡɒdlɪs ‵rɪdn 

/ k / keɪn skeɪn ‵bɪkǝ rʌk lækt ‵ræŋkl klɑːs kruː ‵θɪkǝn 
/ ɡ / ɡeɪn ɡeɪn ‵bɪɡǝ rʌɡ læɡd ‵ræŋɡl ɡlɑːs ɡruː ‵ɔːɡǝn 

Further practice 

ˈʤɔːʤ wǝz ǝ ‵braɪt bɔɪ. ˈɡaɪd dɒɡz fǝ ðǝ ‵blaɪnd. 
hiː ˈdɪdnt ‵duː ɪt. ɪts ǝ ˈbɪɡ ‵ɡæmbl. 
wiː ˈbeɡd ɪm tʊ ǝ‵ɡriː. hiː ˈɡræbd ðǝ ‵hændl. 
hiː ˈʤʌʤd ɪt ɪɡ‵zæklɪ. ˈɡɪv mɪ ǝ rʌbǝ ‵bænd. 

aɪm ˈɡlæd ‵ʤæks ˏdraɪvɪŋ. ˈrʌɡbɪz ǝ ‵hɑːd ɡeɪm. 
ɪt wǝz ˈɔːdəlɪ ǝn ‵dɪɡnɪfaɪd. ‵deɪvɪd brǝʊk ðǝ wɔːdrǝʊb dɔː. 
hiːz ǝ ˈɡʊd ʤʌʤ ǝv ‵brændɪ. wiː ˈɡeɪv ɪm bæk ðǝ ‵ʤʌɡ. 
wiːd ˈbaɪ ǝ beɪbɪ ‵ɡrænd. ˈsʌdnlɪ ðǝ bʌbl ‵bɜːst. 
hiː ˈʤʌmpt ɒn tǝ ðǝ ‵bed. ˈtuː ʤɑːz ǝv strɔːbrɪ ‵ʤæm. 
wɪǝ ˈmʌʧ ǝ‵blaɪʤd. ðǝ ˈbraɪd n braɪdɡrʊm ‵stʌmbld. 
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/ b / / d / / ɡ / 
obeyed    aboard endeavour    adornment degrees    aghast 
labouring    stale bread shadowy    ten dozen August    three gross 
bulge    blatantly darken    doesn’t guards    grounded 
ripe bananas    six boys off duty    lift down front gates    disgorged 
obtained    rob Peter head boy    good dog rugby    hug tightly 
rub down    objection mid green    hard chair big game    fig-trees 
tribe    shrub    robe cried    afraid    stored stag    plug    vague 
submarine    Rob must road-map    couldn’t dogmatic    ignored 
ribbons    obnoxious garden    good news dragnet  organ-transplant 
blindfold    jobless badly    hard luck gleaned    fog-lights 
symbol    tribal bundles    girdles struggles    wrangles 

Compare 

/ p / pill spill rapid pulp mopped simple played prayed open 
/ b / bill bill rabid bulb mobbed symbol blade braid Holborn 

/ t / ton stun water built hit twice mottle spotless written 
/ d / done done warder build hid twice model godless ridden 

/ k / cane skein bicker ruck lacked rankle class crew thicken 
/ ɡ / gain gain bigger rug lagged wrangle glass grew organ 

Further practice 

George was a bright boy. Guide dogs for the blind. 
He didn’t do it. It’s a big gamble. 
We begged him to agree. He grabbed the handle. 
He judged it exactly. Give me a rubber band. 
I’m glad Jack’s driving. Rugby’s a hard game. 
It was orderly and dignified. David broke the wardrobe door. 
He’s a good judge of brandy. We gave him back the jug. 
We’d buy a baby grand. Suddenly the bubble burst. 
He jumped on to the bed. Two jars of strawberry jam. 
We’re much obliged. The bride and bridegroom stumbled. 
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See Affricates GPE §9.3. 

/ ʧ / / tr / 
‵ʧælɪnʤ    ʧɑːns    ‵ʧɔːkpɪt ‵triːtmənt    ‵trænspɔːt    ‵trɒdn 
‵ʧuːzɪŋ    ‵ʧɜːlɪʃ    ‵ʧeəmən ‵truːθfl    ‵treɪdɪŋ    traɪflz 
ə‵ʧiːvmənt    dɪs‵ʧɑːʤd ə‵trɪbjʊtɪd    ə‵trækʃn 
ɪn‵ʧɑːntɪŋ    ʌn‵ʧærɪtəbl ɪn‵trʌst    kən‵trɑːstɪd    ɪn‵triːtɪ 
‵fiːʧəz    ‵reʧɪd    ‵næʧrl  

‵tɔːʧəd    ‵bʊʧərɪ    ‵mɜːʧəndaɪz  

‵mɪsʧɪf    ‵kæpʧə    əd‵venʧə  
 ‵striːmlaɪnd    ‵streɪnʤəz 
 ɪk‵striːm    ɪk‵strævəɡənt    ɒ‵streɪljə 
riːʧ    mɑːʧ    pɔːʧ    hɔʧ  

pɜːʧ    rɪ‵prəʊʧ    brəʊʧ    kraʊʧ  

benʧ    brɑːnʧ    lɔːnʧ    ‵bʊlfinʧ ‵petrl    ‵meɪtrnlɪ    ‵kʌntrɪ 
lʌnʧ    mɪlʧ    belʧ    ‵reɪʧl ‵kɒntrɑːst    ‵pəʊltrɪ    kɒntrə`dɪkt 

/ ʤ / / dr / 
‵ʤiːnjəs    ‵ʤʌmbl    ‵ʤɔːndɪs ‵driːmə    drɪld    ‵dredfl 
‵ʤɜːnɪ    ‵ʤaɪənt    ‵ʤʊərɪmən ‵drɔːlɪŋ    drəʊv    ‵drɪərɪnɪs 
ˈseɪf ‵ʤɜːnɪ    ˈstɒp ‵ʤəʊkɪŋ ˈkwaɪt ‵dredfl    ˈsɪks ‵drʌmz 
ˈhjuːʤ ‵ʧiːz    ˈlɑːʤ ‵triːz ˈblæk ‵dresɪz    ‵ʤæks draɪvɪŋ 
brɪʤ    hjuːʤ    ə‵sweɪʤ    ə‵blaɪʤ  
hɪnʤ    spʌnʤ    ʧeɪnʤ    bʌlʤ  
ə‵ʤendə    ə‵ʤeɪsnt    ˈrɪəl ‵ʤiːnjəs ə‵drest    ə‵drɔɪt    haɪ‵dreɪnʤə 
‵brɪʤɪz    ‵fræʤaɪl    ‵mɑːʤɪnl kə‵θiːdrl    ‵sʌndrɪ    ‵hɪndrns 
‵ɜːʤnt    ‵rɪʤɪd    ‵træʤədɪ ‵ʧɪldrn    ‵kɔːldrnz 

Compare 
/ ʧ / ʧəʊkt dɪk ‵ʧɪəd ‵lɑːʧ triːz bæʧ lʌnʧ ˋpɜːʧɪz 
/ ʤ / ʤəʊkt dɪk ‵ʤɪəd ‵lɑːʤ triːz bæʤ lʌnʤ ˋpɜːʤɪz 
/ tr / treɪnz streɪnz ɪts ‵traɪɪŋ hiːz ‵traɪɪŋ dɪ‵trɔɪt ˋɔːtrɪ ˋkʌntrɪ 
/ dr / dreɪnz reɪnz ɪts ‵draɪɪŋ hiːz ‵draɪɪŋ ə‵drɔɪt ˋɔːdrɪ ˋsʌndrɪ 
/ ʧ / ʧɪps ʧɑːns ɪn‵ʧeɪnz ə‵ʧiːv ɪks‵ʧeɪnʤ ‵reɪʧl 
/ tr / trɪps trɑːns ɪn‵treɪnz rɪ‵triːv ɪks‵treɪnjəs ‵petrl 
/ ʤ / ʤʌɡ ˋʤʊərɪ ɪts ˈhɑːf ˋʤʌŋk hiːz ‵ʤaɪvɪŋ ‵mɜːʤə ‵ɔːʤɪ 
/ dr / drʌɡ ˋdrʊərɪ ɪts ˈhɑːf ˋdrʌŋk hiːz ‵draɪvɪŋ ‵mɜːdrə ‵ɔːdrɪ 
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/ ʧ / / tr / 
challenge    chance    chalkpit treatment    transport    trodden 
choosing    churlish    chairman truthful    trading    trifles 
achievement    discharged attributed    attraction 
enchanting    uncharitable entrust    contrasted    entreaty 
features    wretched    natural  
tortured    butchery    merchandise  
mischief    capture    adventure  
 stream-lined    strangers 
 extreme    extravagant    Australia 
reach    march    porch    hutch  
perch    reproach    brooch    crouch  
bench    branch    launch    bullfinch petrol    matronly    country 
lunch    milch    belch    Rachel contrast    poultry    contradict 

/ ʤ / / dr / 
genius    jumble    jaundice dreamer    drilled    dreadful 
journey    giant    juryman drawling    drove    dreariness 
safe journey    stop joking quite dreadful    six drums 
huge cheese    large trees black dresses    Jack’s driving 
bridge    huge    assuage    oblige  
hinge    sponge    change    bulge  
agenda    adjacent    real genius addressed    adroit    hydrangea 
bridges    fragile    marginal cathedral    sundry    hindrance 
urgent    rigid    tragedy children    cauldrons 

Compare 

/ ʧ / choked Dick cheered larch trees batch lunch perches 
/ ʤ / joked Dick jeered large trees badge lunge purges 
/ tr / trains strains it’s trying he’s trying Detroit Awtrey country 
/ dr / drains drains it’s drying he’s drying adroit Audrey sundry 
/ ʧ / chips chance enchains achieve exchange Rachel 
/ tr / trips trance entrains retrieve extraneous petrol 
/ ʤ / jugs jury it’s half junk he’s jiving merger orgy 
/ dr / drugs Drury it’s half drunk he’s driving murderer Audrey 
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See Fricatives GPE §9.4; /f,v/ §9.4.3, /θ,ð/ §9.4.4, /s,z/ §9.4.5, /ʃ,ʒ/ §9.4.6, 
/h/ §9.4.7. 

/ f / / θ / / s / / ʃ / 
‵ferɪ    ‵fɑːðə ‵θʌrə    θɔːt ‵sevn    ‵sɪŋɡl ‵ʃɑːpnɪs    ʃɒk 
‵feɪlɪŋ     faʊlz ‵θaʊznd    ‵θɪətə ‵sɒftlɪ    ‵səʊɪŋ ʃuːt     ʃə‵rɑːd 

‵friːdəm    ‵flʌdɪŋ θriː    ‵θredɪd ‵smaɪlɪŋ    ‵sləʊlɪ ʃrɪmp    ʃrʌɡ 
‵fjuːtaɪl    ‵frəʊzn θruː    θrəʊt ‵swiːdɪʃ    splæʃ ʃrʌŋk    ʃruːd 

dɪ‵faɪ    ‵ɒfətrɪ ‵eθɪks    ‵meθəd ɪ‵senʃl    ‵aɪsɪ mə‵ʃiːn    ‵eɪʃn 
bɪ‵frend    ‵kʌmfət ‵leŋkθɪ    æθ‵letɪk ə‵streɪ    ‵kɒnsət ‵bɪʃəp    ‵wɒʃɪŋ 

biːf    lɑːf    ruːf riːθ    bɑːθ    bəʊθ piːs    klɑːs bræʃ    hɑːʃ 
kɒf    sɜːf    waɪf klɒθ    feɪθ ɡreɪs    rɪ‵hɜːs ‵fɪnɪʃ    ‵vɑːnɪʃ 

fɪfθs    left    rɑːfts eɪtθs    wɔːmθ sɪksθs    rɪ‵læps ‵menʃnd    ‵əʊʃn 
‵sɒfnd    ‵traɪəmfs leŋkθs    welθ plæŋks    ‵pɪstlz ‵peɪʃnts    ‵bʊʃlz 
‵bæflz    twelfθs mʌnθ    mɒθs ‵rɪdns    krɑːfts ‵mɑːʃld 

 

/ v / / ð / / z / / ʒ / 
‵verɪ   ‵vænɪʃ   vaɪnz ðiːz   ðens   ðeɪ zɪŋk   ‵zeləs  
və‵nɪlə   və‵rændə ðəʊ   ðaɪn ‵zebrə   ‵zɪərəʊ  

ðæts ˈverɪ ‵ɡʊd ˈteɪk ‵ðiːz ðen ˈɡreɪt ‵ziːl ˈbeɪʒ ‵kɜːtnz 
ˈsɪks vɑːst ‵væts aɪv ‵lɒst ðəm ˈðæt ‵zɪŋk ‵kæməflɑːʒ peɪnt 
ˈfaɪv frʌnt ‵vaʊəlz ‵ɪz ɪt ðəʊ? ˈfrenʧ ‵zəʊn  

bɪ‵liːv   lʌv tiːð   wɪð friːz   rɪ‵fɜːz pres‵tiːʒ   ruːʒ 
dis‵pruːv   ə‵laɪv smuːð   beɪð ɡreɪz   dɪ‵faɪnz ‵kæməflɑːʒ 
‵biːhaɪv   kɒn‵kleɪv kləʊð   raɪð briːðz   ‵hiːðnz ‵ɡærɑːʒ   beɪʒ 

prɪ‵vent   ‵nevjuː ɔːl‵ðəʊ   ‵aɪðə rɪ‵zɒlvd   ɪ‵reɪzd ‵pleʒə   ‵juːʒʊəl 
diː‵vɔɪst   ‵sɪlvə ‵briːðɪŋ   ‵leðə əb‵zɜːv   ‵pɔːlzɪ ‵leʒə   ‵vɪʒn 
rɪ‵siːvd   ‵kænvəs ‵brʌðə   ‵nɔːðn ‵preznts   ‵flɪmzɪ ‵meʒəd   ‵vɪʒwəl 
liːvz   ‵ɡrævl riːðd   ‵rɪðmz hezɪ‵teɪʃn ɪndɪ‵sɪʒn 
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/ f / / θ / / s / / ʃ / 
ferry    father thorough    thought seven    single sharpness    shock 
failing    fowls thousand    theatre softly   sowing shoot   charade 

freedom    flooding three    threaded smiling    slowly shrimp    shrug 
futile    frozen threw    throat Swedish    splash shrunk    shrewd 

defy    offertory ethics    method essential    icy machine    Asian 
befriend    comfort lengthy    athletic ashtray    concert bishop    washing 

beef    laugh    roof wreath    bath    both peace    class brash    harsh 
cough    surf    wife cloth    faith grace    rehearse finish    varnish 

fifths    left    rafts eighths    warmth sixths    relapse mentioned    ocean 
softened    triumphs lengths    wealth planks    pistols patients    bushels 
baffles    twelfths month    moths riddance    crafts marshalled 

 

/ v / / ð / / z / / ʒ / 
very    vanish    vines these    thence    they zinc    zealous  
vanilla    veranda though    thine zebra    zero  

that’s very good take these, then great zeal beige curtains 
six vast vats I’ve lost them that zinc camouflage paint 
five front vowels is it though? French zone  

believe    love teethe    with freeze    refers prestige    rouge 
disprove    alive smooth    bathe graze    defines camouflage 
bee-hive    conclave clothe    writhe breathes    heathens garage    beige 

prevent    nephew although    either resolved    erased pleasure    usual 
devoiced    silver breathing    leather observe    palsy leisure    vision 
received    canvas brother    northern presents    flimsy measured    visual 
leaves    gravel wreathed    rhythms hesitation indecision 
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Compare 

/ f / faʊl fjuː ‵sɜːfɪs ‵lɑːftə bɪ‵liːf waɪfs 
/ v / ‵vaʊəl vjuː ‵sɜːvɪs ‵lɑːvə bɪ‵liːv waɪvz 

/ θ / θaɪ ‵iːθə riːθs tiːθ 
/ ð / ðaɪ ‵briːðə riːðz tiːð 

/ f / fɔːt friː əʊf / v / vaɪn ‵aɪvə briːv 
/ θ / θɔːt θriː əʊθ / ð / ðaɪn ‵aɪðə briːð 
/ t / tɔːt triː əʊt / d / daɪn ‵aɪdə briːd 

/ s / siːl ‵siːsɪz ‵fænsɪ ˈðæts `ɪŋk niːs wʌns 
/ z / ziːl ‵siːzɪz ‵pænzɪ ˈðæt ‵zɪŋk niːz wʌnz 

/ θ / θɪŋk ‵eθɪks feɪθ / ð / ‵siːðɪŋ briːð raɪð 
/ s / sɪŋk ‵esɪks feɪs / z / ‵siːzɪŋ briːz raɪz 

/ ʃ / ruːʃ ‵fɪʃn ‵preʃə 
/ ʒ / ruːʒ ‵vɪʒn ‵pleʒə 

/ ʃ / ʃiːp wɒʃ ‵mɑːʃɪz / ʒ / ‵leʒə ‵siːʒə ‵vɪʒn 
/ ʧ / ʧiːp wɒʧ ‵mɑːʧɪz / ʤ / ‵leʤə bɪ‵siːʤə ‵pɪʤn 

/ s / səʊ liːs ‵pɜːsn / z / kəm‵pəʊzə ‵siːzə beɪz 
/ ʃ / ʃəʊ liːʃ ‵pɜːʃn / ʒ / kəm‵pəʊʒə ‵siːʒə beɪʒ 

Further practice 
ˈpɑːs ðə ‵sɔːlt pliːz. ˈhuːz ɪz ðɪs ‵θɪmbl? 

ɪz ˏðɪs ðə θɪŋ? ˈweəz ðə θɪk ‵θred? 

ˈeθlz helθs ‵ɡʊd. ɪz ˈðɪs ðə weɪ tə hæmstɪd ˏhiːθ? 
hɪz ˈʧɑːʤɪz ə ‵fɑː tuː haɪ. ʃiːz ˈstɑːtɪŋ ə θʌrə ‵sɜːʧ. 

hə ˈfeɪs flʌʃt ‵skɑːlət. ˈhæv juː fɪnɪʃt wɪð ðə ˏflɔːpɒlɪʃə? 
ˈdæfədɪlz ə sʌʧ ə‵træktɪv flaʊəz. ˈsiːn enɪθɪŋ əv ˊʃiːlə riːsntlɪ? 

ə ˈθriː meʒəz səˏfɪʃnt? wel ˈhuː ‵wɜː henrɪ ðɪ eɪtθs waɪvz? 
aɪ ˈhævnt faʊnd ‵aɪðər əv ðəm. hiːz ˈʤɔɪnd ðə liːθ pə‵liːs. 

ˈsiːɪŋz bɪ‵liːvɪŋ ðeɪ seɪ. ɪz ðər ˈenɪ ˏpleʒər ɪn ɪt stɪl? 
ˈʤəʊzɪfs waɪfs ə ‵skuːltiːʧə. ˈstɒp ət ðə zebrə ‵krɒsɪŋ. 
ðər ə sm ˈverɪ faɪn ‵vjuːz. ˈwɪʧ mʌnθ suːts ðɪ ‵ʌðəz? 
ˈtrevə ‵nevə wɒʧɪz telɪvɪʒn. ˈtraɪ sm ʧedə ‵ʧiːz rɒʤə. 

ˈʤɔːʤɪz haʊs kɒst ‵θaʊzndz. ˈɪz ðɪs træfɪk ʤæm ˏwɜːs ðən juːʒʊəl? 
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Compare 

/ f / fowl few surface laughter belief wife’s 
/ v / vowel view service larva believe wives 

/ θ / thigh ether wreaths teeth 
/ ð / thy breather wreathes teethe 

/ f / fought free oaf / v / vine Ivor breve 
/ θ / thought three oath / ð / thine either breathe 
/ t / taught tree oat / d / dine eider breed 

/ s / seal ceases fancy that’s ink niece once 
/ z / zeal seizes pansy that zinc knees ones 

/ θ / think ethics faith / ð / seething breathe writhe 
/ s / sink Essex face / z / seizing breeze rise 

/ ʃ / ruche fission pressure 
/ ʒ / rouge vision pleasure 

/ ʃ / sheep wash marshes / ʒ / leisure seizure vision 
/ ʧ / cheap watch marches / ʤ / ledger besieger pigeon 

/ s / sow lease person / z / composer Caesar bays 
/ ʃ / show leash Persian / ʒ / composure seizure beige 

Further practice 
Pass the salt, please.  Whose is this thimble? 
Is this the thing?  Where’s the thick thread? 
Ethel’s health’s good.  Is this the way to Hampstead Heath? 
His charges are far too high.  She’s starting a thorough search. 
Her face flushed scarlet. Have you finished with the floor-polisher? 
Daffodils are such attractive flowers. Seen anything of Sheila recently? 
Are three measures sufficient? Well, who were Henry VIII’s wives? 
I haven’t found either of them. He’s joined the Leith police. 
Seeing’s believing, they say. Is there any pleasure in it still? 
Joseph’s wife’s a school-teacher. Stop at the zebra crossing. 
There are some very fine views. Which month suits the others? 
Trevor never watches television. Try some Cheddar cheese, Roger. 
George’s house cost thousands. Is this traffic-jam worse than usual? 

 



 44 

/ h / (GPE §9.4.7) 
‵hiːθlənd    ‵hɑːpɪst    ‵hɔːtɪlɪ    ‵hɜːbl    ‵heɪtrɪd    ‵haʊzɪz    ‵heərɪ 
hə‵ræŋ    hʌ‵ləʊ    heks‵æɡənl    hɑː‵puːn    hæp‵hæzəd    hezɪ‵teɪʃn 
həluːsɪ‵neɪʃn 
ə‵hed    pə‵hæps    ‵brɪʤhed     ‵enɪhaʊ    ɪn‵heɪld    əb‵hɒrənt    əd‵hɪərənt 
ʌn‵hæpɪ 
Compare 
/ h / hiːl heʤ hɑːt ‵hɔːltə hɜːl heɪk hɪə heə ʌn‵hɑːmd 
/ – / iːl eʤ ɑːt ‵ɔːltə ɜːl eɪk ɪə eə  ʌn‵ɑːmd 
Further practice 
ˈhaʊ mʌʧ dɪd henrɪz ‵haʊs kɒst ɪm? 

ˈhæz iː teɪkn ɪz ʌmˏbrelə wɪð ɪm? 
ˈweər ɪn ðə wɜːldz iː ‵pʊt ɪz kəʊthæŋə? 
pəˈhæps iːl ɡɪv juː ə hænd ɪm‵self. 

ˈhævnt juː ˏhɜːd frm hærɪ ætkɪnz? 
dəʊnt hezɪteɪt tʊ ɑːsk fər ə hɑːf deɪ ˇɒf. 

hiː ˈhəʊps tə hæv ɪz hɒlədɪ wen ðə ‵hɑːvɪsts əʊvə. 
herɪfəd n ˇhʌntɪŋdən / ə hɑːdlɪ ɪnˇdʌstrɪəl eərɪəz. 
ˈhuː helpt hærld tə bɪld ðə ‵heɪstæk? 

ˈhuːz ɪz ðæt njuː ˏhaʊs / ˈhɑːf weɪ ʌp haɪwʊd ‵hɪl? 

hiːz ˈeʤd ðə ˏlɔːn / ən ˈtrɪmd ðə ‵hɔːθɔːn heʤɪz. 

aɪ kəd ˈhɑːdlɪ meɪk maɪself ‵hɜːd / əbʌv ˌɔːl ðə ˏhʌbʌb. 
hɜː ˈhʌzbənd heɪlz frm ‵hɑːpəndən / ɪn ‵hɑːfədʃə. 
ˈhaʊ menɪ eɪprnz n ‵hæŋkəʧɪfs ə ðə tʊ aɪən hetɪ? 
aɪ ˈhævnt ‵hɜːd haʊ iː hɜːt ɪz hænd. 
hiː wəz ˈhɪt ɒn ðə hed baɪ ə ‵hɒkɪstɪk. 
ˈweər ɒn ɜːθ əv juː ‵hɪdn ðə hevɪ hæmə? 

ðə ˈhəʊl ˏhaʊshəʊld / əd ˈmuːvd tʊ ə həʊtel ɪn ‵hærəɡɪt. 

ˈhaʊ əbaʊt hɑːf ə ˏpaɪnt / ət ðə ˈheər ən ‵haʊndz? 
helənz hɪʧhaɪkɪŋ θruː ˇhɒlənd / tə ˈʤɜːmənɪ ən ‵hʌŋɡərɪ. 
ˈhaʊ hɑːd wəz jɔːr ɪŋɡlɪʃ ‵hɪstrɪ ɪɡzæm? 
haɪdn ɔː hændl ɒn ðə ˇhɑːpsɪkɔːd / ɪz ˈmaɪ aɪdɪə əv ‵hevn. 
haʊ həreɪʃɪəʊ held ðə ˇbrɪʤ / ɪz ə ˈteɪl əv ɡreɪt ‵herəʊɪzm. 

ˈhɪldəz ‵həʊm frm ˏhɒspɪtl / ˈheɪl ən ‵hɑːtɪ əɡeɪn. 
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/ h / 
heathland    harpist    haughtily    herbal    hatred    houses   hairy 
harangue    hallo    hexagonal    harpoon    haphazard    hesitation 
hallucination 
ahead   perhaps    bridgehead    anyhow    inhaled    abhorrent 
adherent    unhappy 
Compare 
/ h / heel hedge heart halter hurl hake here hair unharmed 
/ – / eel edge art alter earl  ache ear heir unarmed 

Further practice 
How much did Henry’s house cost him? 

Has he taken his umbrella with him? 

Where in the world’s he put his coathanger? 

Perhaps he’ll give you a hand himself. 

Haven’t you heard from Harry Atkins? 

Don’t hesitate to ask for a half-day off. 

He hopes to have his holiday when the harvest’s over. 

Hereford and Huntingdon are hardly industrial areas. 

Who helped Harold to build the haystack? 

Whose is that new house, halfway up Highwood Hill? 

He’s edged the lawn and trimmed the hawthorn hedges. 

I could hardly make myself heard above all the hubbub. 

Her husband hails from Harpenden in Hertfordshire. 

How many aprons and handkerchiefs are there to iron, Hetty? 

I haven’t heard how he hurt his hand. 

He was hit on the head by a hockey-stick. 

Where on earth have you hidden the heavy hammer? 

The whole household had moved to a hotel in Harrogate. 

How about half a pint at the Hare and Hounds? 

Helen’s hitchhiking through Holland to Germany and Hungary. 

How hard was your English history exam? 

Haydn or Handel on the harpsichord in my idea of heaven. 

How Horatio held the bridge is a tale of great heroism. 

Hilda’s home from hospital, hale and hearty again. 



 46 

See Nasals GPE §9.6; /m/ §9.6.1, /n/ §9.6.2, /ŋ/ §9.6.3. 
/ m / / n / / ŋ / 

‵mætə    ‵mʌstəd ‵niːdlz    ‵nɔːɪŋ ‵fɪŋɡə    ‵æŋɡrɪ 
‵muːvmənt    ‵mɜːʤɪŋ ‵nɜːsrɪ    ‵neɪmseɪk ‵strɒŋɡɪst    ‵læŋɡwɪʤ 
mɪ‵kænɪk    maɪ‵njuːt njuː‵mætɪk    nə‵tɔːrɪəs ‵ɪŋɡlənd    ‵naɪtɪŋɡeɪl 
‵smɪtn    smæʃt ‵sniːzɪz    ‵snæpɪŋ ‵rɪŋə    ‵stɪŋɪŋ 
‵smɑːtlɪ    ‵sməʊkɪŋ ‵snəʊbɔːl    snɪəz ‵hæŋɪŋ    ‵lɒŋɪŋ 
rɪ‵muːvl    kə‵mɪt ə‵nʌl    ə‵naʊnst æŋ‵zaɪɔtɪ    ‵θɪŋkə 
æs‵mætɪk    ‵tremə ʌn‵rɪəl    ‵θɪnə ‵æŋkəd    ‵æŋkl 
‵sæmən    ‵hæmpə ‵wɪntə    ‵ænθəm ‵kɒŋkərɪŋ    ‵ʌŋkl 
‵kʌmfət    ‵θɪmbl ɪnθjuːzɪ‵æstɪk    ‵ɪnvɔɪs ‵æŋkʃəs    sɪŋks    mʌŋks 
‵kærəml    kəm‵pel kən‵dʌkt    ɪn‵strʌktə dɪs‵tɪŋkt    ə‵mʌŋst 
wɔːmθ    ɡlɪmps    læmp pʌnʧ    mʌnθs    ɪk‵spændz streŋkθ    θɪŋk 
 ‵penslz    went  
læm    striːm    pɑːm wen    ‵melən    rɪ‵ɡeɪn θɪŋ    sæŋ    rɒŋ 
kəʊm    bluːm    bleɪm ɡɒn    buːn    taʊn θɒŋ    tʌŋ    ə‵mʌŋ 
‵rɪðm    ‵prɪzm ‵rɒtn    ‵sʌdn  
‵lɪsm ‵ʌvn    ‵ɜːθnweə  
 ‵sʌðn    ‵lɪsnz  
Compare 
/ m / meɪm ‵sɪmə sʌm / n / θɪn ‵bænə ‵maʊntɪn 
/ n / neɪm ‵sɪnə sʌn / ŋ / θɪŋ ‵bæŋə ‵maʊntɪŋ 
/ ŋ / θɪŋ ‵bæŋə hæŋd / ŋ / ‵sɪŋə ‵lɒŋɪŋ 
/ ŋk / θɪŋk ‵bæŋkə hæŋkt / ŋɡ / ‵fɪŋɡə ‵lɒŋɡɪst 
Further practice 
aɪ ˈθɪŋk sʌmθɪŋz ‵rɒŋ. ˈwʌn hæŋəz nɒt ɪ‵nʌf. 

ˈkʊdnt meərɪ rɪˏmembə? hiː ˈræŋ fræŋks nʌmbər ə‵ɡen. 
ɪts ˈten paʊndz sevntɪ ‵pens. ˈðætl set sm ‵tʌŋz wæɡɪŋ. 
aɪl bɪ ˈbrɪŋɪŋ ə ‵dʌzn. ˈtraɪ θɪnɪŋ ɪt ‵daʊn. 

ˈmaɪnəz ər ɒfn faɪn ‵sɪŋəz. aɪm ˈʤʌst ‵daɪɪŋ fər ə ˏdrɪŋk. 
ˈkaʊnt ʌp jɔː ‵mʌnɪ. ˈməʊst əv ðəm ə ‵mɪsɪŋ. 
ʌŋkl ˈʤɒnz kʌmɪŋ ɪn ðə ‵mɔːnɪŋ. klaɪmɪŋ ˇmaʊntɪnz / ɪz ˈverɪ ‵deɪnʤərəs. 
ðəz ˈnʌθɪŋ ðə ‵mætə. ðə ˇjʌŋɡə men / wə ˈdrɪŋkɪŋ ‵bɪə. 
maɪ ˈfɪŋɡəz biːn eɪkɪŋ ɔːl ‵deɪ. ðə wɒznt ə ˈsɪŋɡl wʊmən ‵preznt. 
hiːz ˈkʌmɪŋ həʊm ɪn ðə ‵sprɪŋ. hɪz ˈstreŋks ɪ‵nɔːməs. 
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/ m / / n / / ŋ / 

matter    mustard needles    gnawing finger    angry 
movement    merging nursery    namesake strongest    language 
mechanic    minute pneumatic    notorious England    nightingale 
smitten    smashed sneezes    snapping ringer    stinging 
smartly    smoking snowball    sneers hanging    longing 
removal    commit annul    announced anxiety    thinker 
asthmatic    tremor unreal    thinner anchored    ankle 
salmon    hamper winter    anthem conquering    uncle 
comfort    thimble enthusiastic    invoice anxious    sinks    monks 
caramel    compel conduct    instructor distinct    amongst 
warmth    glimpse    lamp punch    months    expands strength    think 
 pencils    went  
lamb    stream    palm when    melon    regain thing    sang    wrong 
comb    bloom    blame gone    boon    town thong    tongue    among 
rhythm    prism rotten    sudden  
lissome oven    earthenware  
 southern    listens  
Compare 
/ m / maim simmer some / n / thin banner mountain 
/ n / name sinner sun / ŋ / thing banger mounting 
/ ŋ / thing banger hanged / ŋ / singer longing 
/ ŋk / think banker hanked / ŋɡ / finger longest 
Further practice 
I think something’s wrong. One hanger’s not enough. 
Couldn’t Mary remember? He rang Frank’s number again. 
It’s ten pounds seventy pence. That’ll set some tongues wagging. 
I’ll be bringing a dozen. Try thinning it down. 
Miners are often fine singers. I’m just dying for a drink. 
Count up your money.  Most of them are missing. 
Uncle John’s coming in the morning Climbing mountains is very dangerous. 
There’s nothing the matter. The younger men were drinking beer. 
My finger’s been aching all day. There wasn’t a single woman present. 
He’s coming home in the spring. His strength’s enormous. 
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/ l / 

(GPE §9.7.1) 

‵liːnɪŋ   ‵lesnz   ‵lɑːftə   bleɪmd   ‵blæknɪs   ‵ɡlɑːsɪz   ‵jeləʊ 
‵bæʧələ   ‵nəʊblɪ   ‵aɪlənd   ə‵laʊ   sɪ‵lekʃn   ‵wɪljəm   ‵feɪljə 
mɪljə‵neə 

pleɪs   klɪəd   ‵flaɪɪŋ   sləʊ   ‵kʌtləs   ‵bʌtlə   ‵ɡɑːstlɪ   ‵sprɪŋklə 

stiːl   stɪl   bel   kə‵næl   mʌl   dɒl   fɔːl   pʊl   stuːl   twɜːl   reɪl 
bəʊl   smaɪl   kaʊl   ‵rɔɪəl 

welp   bʌlb   fɪld   spelt   mɪlk   mɪlʧ   bʌlʤ   fɪlm   kɪln   ʃelf 
rɪ‵zɒlv   welθ   pʌls   selz   welʃ   ɔːl‵ðəʊ 

‵sɪmpl   ‵stʌmbl   ‵lɪtl   ‵mʌdl   ‵bʌkl   ‵sæʧl   ‵kæml   ‵kwɒrl 
‵əʊvl   ‵pɑːsl   ‵juːsfl   ‵ɒzwld 

‵bʌkl ɪt   ‵setl ɪt   ‵dʌbl ɪt   ‵wɪsl ɪt 

/ r / 

(GPE §9.7.2) 

‵riːpə   ‵ræʃlɪ   ‵ruːdnɪs   reɪd   ræmz   ‵reɪdɪəʊ   ‵rɑːskl   ə‵raɪv 
ə‵restɪd   dɪ‵rekʃn   və‵raɪətɪ   kə‵rɪə   tɪ‵rænɪkl   ʌm‵brelə 
ə‵ɡriːmənt   ‵breɪvərɪ   ‵ɡriːdɪ   brɑːnʧ   ɡraʊlz   rɪ‵spekt   repɪ‵tɪʃn 
rə‵bʌst   rɪ‵zent   brɪɡə‵dɪə   ‵ʤenrl 

‵mɪrə   ‵merɪ   ‵mærɪ   ‵meərɪ   ‵sɒrɪ   ‵daɪərɪ   ‵deərɪ   θriː 

prɪ‵zent   preɪ   krɔːl   sə‵praɪzd   ɪk‵striːmlɪ   træʃ   freɪd   ʃrɪmp 
‵kæprɪkɔːn   ‵bʌkrəm   ‵luːdɪkrəs   ‵emprə   ‵hɪstrɪ 

Compare 

/ r / rɪ‵zent reɪd spreɪ skrɔːl reɪnz reɪnz 
/ r / prɪ‵zent freɪd preɪ krɔːl treɪnz dreɪnz 

/ r / riːf raɪt ‵paɪərət kræmp preɪz breɪd friː 
/ l / liːf laɪt ‵paɪlət klæmp pleɪz bleɪd fliː 
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/ l / (GPE §9.7.1) 

leaning   lessons   laughter   blamed   blackness   glasses   yellow 
bachelor   nobly   island   allow   selection   William   failure 
millionaire 

plaice   cleared   flying   slow   cutlass   butler   ghastly   sprinkler 

steel   still   bell   canal   mull   doll   fall   pull   stool   twirl   rail 
bowl   smile   cowl   royal 

whelp   bulb   filled   spelt   milk   milch   bulge   film   kiln   shelf 
resolve   wealth   pulse   sells   welsh   although 

simple   stumble   little   muddle   buckle   satchel   camel   quarrel 
oval   parcel   useful   Oswald 

buckle it   settle it   double it   whistle it 

/ r / (§9.7.2) 

reaper   rashly   rudeness   raid   rams   radio   rascal   arrive 
arrested   direction   variety   career   tyrannical   umbrella 
agreement   bravery   greedy   branch   growls   respect   repetition 
robust   resent   brigadier   general 

mirror   merry   marry   Mary   sorry   diary   dairy   three 

present   pray   crawl   surprised   extremely   trash   frayed   shrimp 
Capricorn   buckram   ludicrous   emperor   history 

Compare 

/ r / resent raid spray scrawl rains rains 
/ r / present frayed pray crawl trains drains 

/ r / reef write pirate cramp praise braid free 
/ l / leaf light pilot clamp plays blade flee 
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/ j / 

(GPE §9.7.4) 

‵jiːldɪd   ‵jestədɪ   jɑːd   jɒt   juːnɪ‵vɜːsɪtɪ   jʊərə‵pɪən 
‵bjuːtɪfl   djuːn   ‵mjuːzɪkl   njuː   vjuː   ‵ɑːɡjuː   ‵ʌnjən   fə‵mɪljə 
kə‵ləʊnjəl   ‵nevjuː   ‵fəʊbjə 
pjuːs   ‵tjuːbjʊlə   ‵kjuːkʌmbə   ‵hjuːmən   pə‵tɪkjələ   ‵pjʊərɪtɪ 
sɪ‵kjʊərɪtɪ   ‵spjʊərɪəs   ‵stjuːpə   ɪn‵θjuːzɪæzm   rɪ‵fjuːzd 

/ w / 

(GPE §9.7.4) 

‵wɪntrɪ   ‵wɒlɪt   ‵wʊdnt   ‵wɜːldlɪ   ‵weɪvərɪŋ   ə‵weɪ   ‵ɔːlwəz 
‵læŋɡwɪʤ   ‵dwɪndl   dwɔːft   ‵ɡwɪnɪθ 
‵skwɪrl   skwɒʃt   ‵skwɒlɪd   ‵skwelʧɪŋ   skwɜːm   skweə   ‵skwaɪə 
‵swɪmə   swɔːd   ‵ʌpwədz   ‵aʊtwəd   ‵iːkwl   ‵læpwɪŋ   ‵bækwədz 
twɪnz   twelv   twaɪs   twentɪ   kwiːn   kwaɪt   ‵kwaɪət   ɪ‵kwɒlɪtɪ 

Compare 

/ v / vent veɪn vaɪl vɜːs vɪəd ‵veərɪ 
/ w / went weɪn waɪl wɜːs wɪəd ‵weərɪ 

Further practice 

wiː wə ˈverɪ ‵wʌrɪd. wɒt ˈbjuːtɪfl ‵bɪlbrɪz. 
ɪts ˈlaɪəbl tə breɪk ‵daʊn. ðə ˈrɔɪəl jɒt wəz ‵weɪtɪŋ. 
ʃiː wəz ˈweərɪŋ sɪlvər ‵ɪərɪŋz. wiː ˈɔːlwɪz ‵wɒntɪd wʌn. 
ˈweəz ðə ‵reɪlweɪ taɪmteɪbl? sevrəl ˇskwɪrlz / ˈræn əkrɒs ðə ‵ruːf. 
jɔː ˈvaʊəlz ə rɪəlɪ ‵terəbl. ˈwɒt ə juː ‵kwɒrəlɪŋ əʊvə? 
ðə wəz ˈdraɪ ‵rɒt / ɪn ðə ‵rɑːftəz. ðə ˇwʊdwɜːk / wəz ˈɔːl rɑːðər ‵əʊld. 
ɪts ɡɒt ə ˈjeləʊ ‵straɪp raʊnd ɪt. wiː wʌn baɪ ˈθriː ɡəʊlz tə ‵nɪl. 
ˈaɪ prɪfɜːr ə ‵strɪŋ vest. hiː ˈplɑːntɪd ðə rɒŋ ‵bʌlbz. 
ɪt wəz ən ˈɒbvjəs klerɪkl ‵erə. ˈwɔːltə wəz ə ‵mɒdl pjuːpl. 
ˈtwelv kærəlz l bɪ ‵æmpl. ðɪ əˈrɪʤənlz ɪn ðə ‵laɪbrərɪ. 

ˈnɪɔrəʊ ˏfɪdld / waɪl ˈrəʊm ‵bɜːnd. ðɪ ɔːl meɪl ˇʤʊərɪ / ə‵kwɪtɪd ɪm. 
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/ j / 

yielded   yesterday   yard   yacht   university   European 

beautiful   dune   musical   new   view   argue   onion   familiar 
colonial   nephew   phobia 

puce   tubular   cucumber   human   particular   purity 
security   spurious   stupor   enthusiasm   refused 

/ w / 

wintry   wallet   wouldn’t   worldly   wavering   away   always 
language   dwindle   dwarfed   Gwyneth 

squirrel   squashed   squalid   squelching   squirm   square   squire 

swimmer   sward   upwards   outward   equal   lapwing   backwards 

twins   twelve   twice   twenty   queen   quite   quiet   equality 

Compare 

/ v / vent     vain vile verse veered vary 

/ w / went    wane while worse weird wary 

Further practice 

We were very worried. What beautiful bilberries! 

It’s liable to break down. The royal yacht was waiting. 

She was wearing silver ear-rings. We always wanted one. 

Where’s the railway timetable? Several squirrels ran across the roof. 

Your vowels are really terrible. What are you quarrelling over? 

There was dry rot in the rafters. The woodwork was all rather old. 

It’s got a yellow stripe round it. We won by three goals to nil. 

I prefer a string vest. He planted the wrong bulbs. 

It was an obvious clerical error. Walter was a model pupil. 

Twelve carols’ll be ample. The original’s in the library. 

Nero fiddled while Rome burned. The all-male jury acquitted him. 
 


